
First Congregational United Church of Christ 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit and with the help of God,  

we open our doors and hearts to all,  

in service and love as modeled by Jesus Christ.  
 

 

 
 

 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
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The Lord’s Day  

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Half Past Seven in the Morning 

 

The Worship of God 

Worship is the submission of all our nature to God. It is the quickening of the conscience 

by God’s holiness; the nourishment of the mind with God’s truth; the purifying of the 

imagination by God’s beauty; the opening of the heart to God’s love; the surrender of the 

will to God’s purpose—all of this gathered up in adoration. 

~William Temple 

The Prologue 

In today’s Witness from the Gospels in John we read one of many healing stories. The 

mythology surrounding this healing performed by Jesus centered around a pool in 

Jerusalem located by the Sheep Gate. Evidently, when the water was amazingly and 

miraculously, even magically, stirred, the ones who entered were healed of their 

infirmities and made whole. Well, what happens when one happens to be differently 

abled and thus is unable to negotiate the process? Well, Jesus has a simple solution that 

solves many of our problems regarding our misconceptions, preconceptions, and every 

other mythological ritual or tradition that negatively affects our ability to function 

religiously, practices that never enhance our spirituality. Jesus simply ignores it! Great 

idea! 

Gathering Music  

The Paschal Greeting 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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The Call to Worship and Welcome 

The Spirit of the still speaking God be with you!  

And also with you. 

 

The Music for Piano            

The Lighting of the Altar Candles 

The Gathering 

Come to this place of prayer where surely God is calling! Come, all who are 

burdened with the cares of the world, for there is healing in this place and a 

word from above!  

Together we raise our voices to greet the One who calls us, a gladsome union 

singing for joy as our hearts respond with the hope of a new day!  

Raise your voices to the Holy in thankful prayers and praise, worshiping the One 

who reigns among us and fills the world with light!   

We are invited to make our home with the living God, the One whose ways are 

known within and among us, guiding us in the ways of peace! 

Let us worship God!  

 

The Collect 

Let us pray to the Lord, 

  Maker of all things, ruler of all peoples of the earth, we bring to you our prayers of 

thanksgiving and praise; you have provided the water of life for our baptism and 

have fed us with the fruits of the earth, nourishing us through your word; meet us 

again in this joyous encounter of worship, lest we forget the source of all we have 

and all that we are; let the peoples praise you, baptizing God; let all the peoples 

praise you; all this we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the holy and still speaking Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

*The Opening Hymn, No. 234    Crown Him with Many Crowns                   DIADEMATA 

*The Litany of Praise 

       Let all the people join in praise to the One whose face shines on us in our darkness! 

God is gracious and blesses us! Let all the ends of the earth fear God!            
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 Make known the ways of God through every land, God's saving power among all                    

 nations!                                                                                                                     

God judges with equity and guides us! Let everyone be glad and sing for joy! 

The earth yields abundant harvests by which the people of God are fed!      

          God teaches us to live in peace! Let all the people rejoice and live their faith 

fully! Praise the Lord! 

 

The Witness from the Epistles                                             REVELATION 21:10, 22-22:5 

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me 

the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. Then the angel 

showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side 

of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every 

month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.  No longer will 

there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and God’s 

servants will serve God.  They will see God’s face, and God’s name will be on their 

foreheads.  There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the 

light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever 

and ever. 

Listen to what the Spirit of the still speaking God is saying! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

The Witness from the Gospels                                                                    JOHN 5:1-9 

Sometime later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals.  Now 

there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called 

Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. Here a great number 

of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed.  One who was 

there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years.  When Jesus saw him lying there and 

learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you 

want to get well?”  “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool 

when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead 

of me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” At once the 

man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.     

       Listen to what the Spirit of the still speaking God is saying. 

 Thanks be to God! 
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The Sermon                                        Forget the Pool                          Timothy W. Shirley 

The Music for Meditation   

The Concerns of the Church 

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come! Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever! 

Amen. 

 

*The Closing Hymn              Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!                      HYMN TO JOY    

Christ is risen! Shout “Hosanna!” Celebrate this day of days.  

Christ is risen! Hush in wonder! All creation is amazed! 

In the desert all surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown. 

Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown! 

 

Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair. 

Walk with gladness in the morning. See what love can do and dare. 

Drink the wine of resurrection, not as servant, but as friend. 

Jesus is our strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end! 

 

Christ is risen! Earth and heaven never more shall be the same. 

Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain. 

Tell the world, a saving chorus: “Christ is risen! All is well!” 

God the first and last is with us. Sing “Hosanna!” Go and tell! 

                    

*The Benediction 

*The Fellowship Song    Let There Be Peace on Earth             WORLD PEACE 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

With every step I take, let this be my joyous creed. 

To take each moment and 

live each moment in peace, eternally! 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 
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The Music for Piano 
*You are invited to stand as you are able. 

The color for Easter Day, the Resurrection of the Lord, and for the Season of Easter, 

 known as Eastertide, is White, symbolizing purity and victory, and remind us of Jesus’ 

 victory over death on the cross and his glorious resurrection. 
 

 
Worship Notes: 

All music and text is reprinted through permission of either copyright licenses: 
OneLicense Annual Reprint License: A-738560 

Expires March 20, 2023 

CCLI Copyright License 1562668  

Expires October 31, 2022 

 

Concerns of the Church 

In accordance with CDC guidelines, wearing of masks is now optional. We will continue 

to sign in for worship. If we have cases of COVID within our congregation brought to 

our attention, we will notify everyone as soon as possible.  

Prayer Concerns: As we worship today our thoughts are with our Ukrainian brothers and 

sisters and with the family and friends of the victims of the mass shootings in California 

and New York. 

Scripture readers, ushers, and camcorder operators are always needed as well as readers 

for the Concerns of the Church. You may sign up by visiting our website; or you may 

also contact Joy Turpin at: joyfaithchapinturpin@gmail.com or (715)-479-6560. 

Just a friendly reminder! The last Sunday of the month is always A Unity Service, 

meeting at Nine o’clock in the Morning. Please put these services on your calendar.  

We are resuming Coffee Hour today in the parlor following each Sunday service. We are 

looking for people to provide goodies to share along with the beverages. These can be  

homemade or purchased. You can contribute cookies, muffins, or other baked goods.  If 

you would be willing to volunteer, please put your name on the sign-up sheet or email or 

call Debbie Brown in the Church Office. An email will be sent at the beginning of the 

month to those who are providing snacks for that month.  

 

Flowers are sponsored by Don and Paula Hendrickson in honor of Grandson Cohen 

Hendrickson’s 4th Birthday. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 

President, Bernie Hupperts 

Vice President, Mark Johannsen 

Trisha Moore 

 Cathy Palmer 

Luke Aschbrenner 

Deb Stolze 

 Steve Burrill 

Clerk, Norma Yaeger 

Pastor Parish Relations, Tobi Johannsen 

Women’s Fellowship, Linda Sanborn 

Sanctuary Arts Group, Patti Roberts 

Performing Arts Music, Bernie Hupperts 

Facilities, Donna Adams 

Finance, Paula Hendrickson 

Gifts and Endowments, Bill Marshall 

Safety and Security, Carlton Schroeder 

Scholarship, Ursula Charaf 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Timothy W. Shirley, Pastor 

Debbie Brown, Church Administrator 

Sharon Breit, Director of Christian Education 

Lori Lee Hunter, Director of Music 

Linda Brainard, Pianist 

Norma Yaeger, Pianist 
Christine Clough, Cleaning Services 



 
 

 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

 

105 North First Street ~ PO Box 1385 

Eagle River, Wisconsin 54521 
 

Church Office: 715-802-8501, office@eagleriverucc.org, 

Timothy W. Shirley: pastortim@eagleriverucc.org 

Website: www.eagleriverucc.org 
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