Prayer for Ukraine by UCC Leadership
Holy God,
Hear our prayers for all those who will die today because of war in Ukraine and other war-torn countries all over this
world. Grant them an end to the suffering of this world and eternal peace that is only found in You.
We pray for the people of Ukraine, Russia, and all nations — that war and bloodshed can be avoided and a new, just
peace can be forged out of this crisis. We ask God grant wisdom to the leaders of nations, calling them to end
provocation on all sides and invest instead in “the things that make for peace” as called for in all our faith traditions
(Luke 19:41-2).
We pray for an end to the deep insecurity and mistrust on all sides, and call on leaders to build trust, based not on
military might or alliances, but on the basis of our shared future and common humanity. Now is a time in which past
harm should be acknowledged and addressed, and new partnerships can be envisioned.
We pray for and call on our leaders to have the courage to take small, verifiable, and independent steps toward peace,
inviting others to reciprocate. Now is time to invest in conflict resolution, diplomacy and international cooperation
— not more weapons which only escalate tension in the region.
Be with those suffering in ways that we cannot.
Protect them from devastation in ways those positioned in authority will not. Shield and comfort them as they confront
the terror of violence that surrounds them. Hold them close to your heart and stay the hand of the enemies against
them. Give us the courage and the strength to cry aloud against wickedness in high places that dare to harm others
made in your image.
Comfort the children and heed their cries to be saved from harm in this world.

Make us a people who love our children, all of our children, more than we love greed, power, and control.
Overturn governments of tyranny wherever they are found. Disrupt the intentions of evil and give us power to stand
against demonic forces of greed and control. Grant that peace and justice come to warring nations by the hands of
those courageous enough to stand and study war no more. Let Thy kin-dom come on earth as it is in heaven, we pray.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

How to help the people of Ukraine
The United Church of Christ is appealing for support for refugees and for elderly and other vulnerable people who are
displaced within Ukraine and unable to leave. UCC support is being targeted to people most in need through
humanitarian relief partners with a history of working in the region. Aid also is being extended through Hungarian
Reformed Church Aid, the relief agency of the Reformed Church in Hungary. The UCC’s long-term relationship with
the Reformed Church in Hungary is held through the Europe and the Middle East Office of Global Ministries.
Gifts made to UCC Ukraine Relief Fund will provide shelter, food, and other care to war refugees and internally
displaced people. It also will help refugees and asylum seekers from African, Middle Eastern and other countries who
had sought refuge in Ukraine and now are twice displaced, as well as other citizens of more than 125 countries living
in Ukraine.
Uniting in prayer, action, and giving, we stand as a people of faith in love and compassion with the people of Ukraine
and all who are affected, and with our global partners who are welcoming those driven from their homes
All donations will be deposited into the International Disasters fund designated for “Ukraine Relief.” Your generous
financial support will be used by our partners in the areas of greatest need. Mail a check made payable to the United
Church of Christ PO BOX 71957 Cleveland, OH 44194. Please be sure to note “Ukraine Relief Fund” on your check
in the memo section. Donations can also be made online at Ukraine Emergency Appeal - United Church of Christ
(ucc.org)

