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A Message from Pastor Gail 
 
 When I was 11, my family spent one Christmas season in suburban London. That might seem exciting, but 
all I really wanted was to get back home to my friends. I missed American food and traditions. We didn’t have a 
church or any friends to socialize with. All the gifts we exchanged had to fit in our suitcases, or just be stowed in 
our stomachs and hearts. My sister and I gave a mini-concert, playing a duet called “Tyrolian Carol” on our record-
ers. My mother gave me a tiny butterfly broach she found in an antique shop. Looking back, it was one of my most 
memorable Christmases. 
 Christmas 2020 will be unlike any other. Maybe we should think of it like celebrating Christmas in another 
country. Yes, we will grieve for traditions we can’t experience together. But consider what you CAN do: with the 
money saved by not traveling, you can be more generous with those in need. With less time spent in group gather-
ings, you can make one-on-one time with friends or relatives to talk more deeply and frequently. Write personal 
letters instead of mailing Christmas cards. Start a prayer practice. Deliver some home baked cookies to someone 
who’s lonely. Alone or together, let’s make this a Christmas we never forget! 

Here are some things we will be doing at First UCC this Advent and Christmas: 
Weekly Worship will continue to be held on-line due to very high Covid infections rates in our area. Tune in to the 
weekly YouTube recording with your computer or cell phone, on our Facebook page, or by reading the print copy 
on line or in your mail box. Each week, members of the church will light our Advent wreath in the sanctuary. 
Virtual Communion will be shared on December 6th and December 20th. Bring to your worship time some simple 
food to share spiritually with your church family. 

************************ 
Advent Reflections and Zooms—Tuesdays, December 1st, 8tth, 15th and 22nd at 7:00 PM  Pick up an Advent Kit 
at church with reflections for each week, along with simple art supplies and a candle for meditation. Join us each 
Tuesday night for a Zoom gathering to discuss the readings (use this Zoom link; it will be the same every week). 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88151066134?pwd=OEtZREFCd280YTJuNUN2eE4rREhJUT09 
 If you still want an Advent kit, it’s not too late!! Contact Pastor Gail or Nan. 

*********************** 
Sunday Zoom Fellowship - An informal gathering on-line to check in with church friends and talk about a theme of 
choice. Watch for Zoom links in your Friday emails. You can use your computer, tablet, cell phone or a land line 
phone to tune in. 
December 6th at 10 AM  (topic to be announced) December 20th at 10 AM (after the Children’s Play) 

********************** 
A Children’s Christmas Play starring members of our Faith Formation group will be aired during the  on-line service 
for Sunday, December 20th. Rehearsals will be held outdoors on Wednesdays at 3:45 PM during December. You 
won’t want to miss the play! And this year, you can watch it as often as you like! Contact Sharon Breit for more 
information. 

********************** 
A Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols will be aired on-line for Thursday, December 24th. Special music by 
church members and traditional readings will be shared. Make a special time Christmas Eve tow atch and share the 
link with friends! 

********************** 
And finally, we are making tentative plans for a brief outdoor Christmas Eve  Candlelight Service on Thursday,  
December 24th at 5:00 PM. Watch for location and details in your Friday emails as this may be subject to change. 
 
 

Pastor Gail  



“Empowered by the Holy Spirit and with the help of God, we open our 
doors and hearts to all in service and love, as modeled by Jesus Christ.” 

(Mission Statement of First Congregational United Church of Christ, Eagle River, WI) 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL  DECEMBER 2020 
 

 “I get it. It’s a strange year,” reported Green Bay Packer Coach Matt LaFleur. He was commenting on no 
fans in the Lambeau Field stands does have an impact on the way the team plays. And here I thought he was 
referring to First Congregation United Church of Christ in Eagle River, Wisconsin. 
 None of us really needs a reminder of this strangeness as we drive or walk past First and Division 
Streets, look at the dark windows, and see in our minds the Advent Sundays and Christmas Eve services that 
used to be. It is definitely a strange year of emptiness. We see a glimmer of our Christmas season, and thus our 
hearts beat faster. We glance at the old, familiar Christmas wreaths lit and hanging from the tower thanks to 
Carlton and Larry. On Christmas Eve, thanks to Marlyn and Charlotte, we’ll see the west window candles lit also.        
Comfort within the strange. 
 In 2020 we are all thankful that First Church has remained a bulwark in our faith and lives. We give 
thanks for the variety of ways members of our church family have helped us to keep place our faith front and 
center, by reaching out through friendly keep-in-touch phone calls or publishing “Sheltering Thoughts” and 
“Scripture and Song.” “Music and Meditation” helped some of us seek faithful silence in the sanctuary. Pastor 
Gail creates services which come alive on line; so did Pastor Jane before her. Pastor Gail creates services which 
come alive on line; so did Pastor Jane before her. Pastor Gail’s services have included scenes from on the road 
and in the sanctuary. SAG has kept pace with her by decorating the sanctuary for each new season. 
 Now we’re entering the Advent/Christmas season. In past years our church has been a community           
Advent beacon with traditions that we must now temporarily set aside. No Advent Cantata this year, for the first 
time in well over 25 years. Its temporary loss reminds us of so many other annual and weekly activities First 
Church has set to the side so we don’t share space, as the Council of Churches has recommended. We know 
these are the events that have helped to define our congregation for and in the wider community of Eagle River. 
But we know, also, deep within ourselves, that our understanding of who we are has not changed. We are Chris-
tians individually and as a church. We are people of the light. The melody of “Silent Night, Holy Night” will stir us 
this year in the same way as other years — just in a different place. Small potatoes in a strange year, when you 
think about our many years as a faithful, forward-facing congregation. 
 I wish you the best Christmas in the best of all senses: a Christmas filled with the light and hope, peace 
and joy that Jesus’ birth has brought to us through all the years. 
  Sincerely, Bernie Hupperts 
 
COUNCIL REPORT 
November’s Zoom Council meeting gave us a chance to explore the connections between the Council, the 
Search Committee and Pastor Gail Irwin, our intentional interim. We appreciate Trista Langley-Tyler, the Search 
Chair, and Sandy Kaitchuck, Search Member, who attended and joined our conversation as we developed some 
directions for the next months. 
Our church profile, the document sent to potential pastoral candidates, was updated by the previous Search 
Committee, and much of it is still relevant. The Council clearly wants the present Search Committee to work at 
its own pace, looking at achievements and setbacks over the past several years and at our spiritual health as a 
congregation now meeting on line. This revised profile, when completed, will be reviewed by the Council and 
made available to the congregation for comment as well. 
Council thanks SAG and all the others who have maintained the beauty of our sanctuary during this time since 
March when we stopped meeting in person. It’s been a difficult time, but the numbers indicate more and more 
of us are “going to church” electronically, checking into our UCCER FaceBook page. During a Pastor Gail service, 
seeing an empty sanctuary is difficult, but it is balanced with camera shots of the niches, and the altar. We look 
forward to the Advent wreath with its candles of hope, peace, love and joy. 
In other business the Council discussed the progress of the Stewardship Campaign, currently showing 43 pledges 
of $98,960. The theme of Stewardship 2020 is our solid belief that because of YOU our church builds hope in  
others and changes our lives. The Council added that because of YOU we will experience rejuvenation as we 
come out of this world crisis financially and spiritually ready to worship and serve our church family, Eagle River. 
Through stewardship we will be ready to fulfill our Christmas and New Year promises as Christians. 



DECEMBER  SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Dec. 6 Second Sunday of Advent       
 Isa 40:1-11 Ps 85:1-2, 8-13  2 Peter 3:8-15a  Mk 1:1-8 
       Messengers of Hope 
Dec. 13 Third Sunday of Advent 
 Isa 61:1-4, 8-11   Ps 126 or Luke 1:46b-55 1 Thess 5:16-24   Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
       Shouts of Joy 
Dec. 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 2 Sam 7:1-11, 16 Luke 1:46b-55 or Ps 89:1-4, 19-26  
 Rom 16:25-27  Luke 1:26-38  Birthing a Promise 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 
 Isa 9:2-7 Ps.96 Titus 2:111-14  Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
Dec. 25 Christmas Day 
 Isa 52:7-10 Ps 98 Heb 1:1-4, (5-12) John 1:1-14 
Dec. 27 First Sunday after Christmas 
 Isa 61:10-62:3 Ps 148 Gal 4:4-7  Luke 2:22-40 
       Long-Awaited Gift                       
Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve 
 Eccl 3:1-13 Ps 8 Rev. 21:1-6a  Matt 25:31-46 
       Watch Night 

The CHRISTMAS FUND for Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund 
“For Such a Time as This”    Esther 4:14 

 
The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of  
Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health                      
premiums, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the emergency financial needs of many who serve the church 
have increased  dramatically. These difficult times make the need for the Christmas Fund more urgent than ever. 
 
You can help! To send a gift to First Congregational UCC earmarked for “The Christmas Fund”, send it to the 
church at PO Box 1385, Eagle River, WI 54521 
 OR, go to www.christmas fund.org and click DONATE to give electronically. 
 Thank you for your generosity. 

CAMCORDER  We have a new camcorder for use in getting our church services on 
to the internet, especially once we have in-person services. If you would like to 
learn how to use the camcorder, and how to upload to YouTube for general             
viewing, please let me know. The more the merrier. But we do need help! Thanks! 
  Bernie Hupperts  715-617-9468 

Dear First UCC Family, 
As many of you know, Mickey and I have relocated to the Madison area. It’s a change we had been considering 
for more than a year. Like so many others of our generation, we’ve realized there comes a time when being           
closer to family is so important. We will miss our church, and you, our wonderful church family. 
We are sorry that with the extraordinary impact of the Covid virus, we have not had an opportunity to say good-
bye in a way we would have wanted. We’ll be back from time to time, and hopefully be able to share in worship 
as we always have. Until then, you can find us out among the rolling hills and cornfields of southern WI at        
2766 Alice Circle, Stoughton, WI 53589. Our cell phone numbers remain the same: Phil: (847) 987-0315 and          
Mickey: (847)609-0403. 
We will keep you all close in our hearts and prayers, and we wish you a truly Merry Christmas, and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year. 
Blessings and hugs from us, 
Phil and Mickey Jensen 



From: The Christian Education Director, Sharon R. Breit 
 
To: The Faith Formation Kids 
 
An Advent Thought: Be Happy Always 
 
The Word: Be happy always, pray at all times, be thankful in all circumstances.                                                                   
This is what God wants of you, in your life in Christ Jesus.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 
A package arrives in the mail. It is stamped “Fragile” and “Insured” and shows signs of having been                       
smashed. Inside is a broken toy or other gift. 
 
Christmas is a happy time of the year because so many good things happen. We have vacations, get 
gifts, go to parties, see relatives. It is easy to be happy when everything is going great. But … we forget 
to read our bible, pray at all times, and be thankful. 
 
Sometimes at Christmas time we need to be told to be happy. It is easy to be sad at Christmas time …            
especially this year with the pandemic. You may not be able to have friends over during your vacation, 
or see relatives. Or you may not get the present you want. 
 
Let’s look at it this way. This package comes in the mail for you. A package this time of year means a gift. 
So you are happy. You eagerly open up the wrappings and all the happiness is gone. You have a gift —- 
but it is broken. You can’t enjoy it. Instead of being happy about the gift, you are disappointed and more 
unhappy than if you had never received the gift. 
 
But wait a minute. Look! The package is insured. The gift is not lost; it will be replaced. So you can be 
happy even in the circumstances of having a broken gift because you know you will receive the gift 
again. 
 
Christ did something like this for us when he came to earth to be born, the Baby of Bethlehem. He came 
to give us forgiveness, love, happiness and eternal life. This doesn’t mean we won’t ever be disappoint-
ed. We can be happy always because the gifts from Christ can never be taken from us. They are 
“insured.” Our happiness is that we know our life is a gift from God. 
 
Prayer: Let us be happy. We have the gift of Jesus Christ born on Christmas morn! 

“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God.”  I John 4:7 

 

As of November 24th, we have received 43 pledges totaling 98,960                                            
toward our 2021 goal of $150,000. 

Your pledges are VERY IMPORTANT and MUCH NEEDED FOR 2021. 
Misplaced your pledge card?  Let us know; we have more! 

 Christmas is love tugging us back to God with the powerful clasp of a                
tiny hand reaching out from a bed of straw. 

—Author Unknown— 



 

 

 

To Our Church Family, 
 

“It’s good to be blessed. It’s better to 

be a blessing.” 
 

If you know of someone who would benefit from a call, a 
visit, or a card, please let the pastor know. 

pastorgail@eagleriverucc.org 
Cell phone: 920-883-7887 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Dec. 1  Louise Krus 
Dec. 3  Lori Collins  
  Barbara Helmick 
Dec. 4  Stephanie Nesbitt 
Dec. 7  Libby Collins  
  Carol Trojanowski 
Dec. 8  Pam Dunphy                               
  Molly Jaeger 
Dec. 9  Grace Florence 
Dec. 10 Carol Smart 
Dec. 13 Luke Aschbrenner 
  Izzac Spolarich 
Dec. 19 Trisha Moore 
Dec. 22 Wendy Kaczkowski 
Dec. 24 Larry Thompson 
Dec. 25 Cynthia Stevens 
Dec. 26 Mary Lou Knearem 
Dec. 29 Emma Korinek 
Dec. 30 Gary Brainard 
Jan. 1  Wilma Frisque 
Jan. 2  Chris Thomson 
  Myrna Wright 
Jan. 3  David Adler 
Jan. 4  Paula Hendrickson 
  Barbara Mather 
Jan. 10  Phil Jensen 
  Gary Stevens 

Do you or someone in your family have a 
birthday in December/early January that 

isn’t listed? Call the church office and we’ll 
add you to our list.  

You don’t have to reveal your birth year. 
Thank you! 

 

The heart of the giver makes the gift dear and precious. 

Sympathy to the family of  
Bob Heidrich 

We recently received a letter from Ginny 
Heidrich with the sad news that Bob, her  

husband of 68 years, had died August 7th in 
Taos, NM at the age of 92. 

Bob and Ginny joined our church family as associate 
members August 24, 2003, while spending summers at 

their cottage in Conover. 

Salvation Army Volunteers Needed 
 

Do you have two hours to spare to help 
others? 

Sign up to ring bells in Eagle River. 
Two hours can make a difference! 

 
To volunteer: call/text     (715) 617-2179 savilas.org 

Thank you! 

Heading off to warmer weather for the 
next few months?  

PLEASE up-date your address change 
before you leave so we can keep you 

current on our mailing list! 

IMPORTANT!!! 
ALL 2020 contributions MUST be 
received by December 31st to be 

included in your 2020                             
contribution statement. 

Any contributions received after 
December 31st will be credited to your 2021  

contributions. 

I will light candles this Christmas: 
Candles of joy despite all sadness, 
Candles of hope where despair keeps 
watch, 
Candles of peace for temper-tossed 
days, Candles of grace to inspire all my 
living, 



 First Congregational UCC Contact People - 2020 –2021 
Pastor Gail Irwin   Cell: 920-883-7887 Church: 715-479-8501 

Email: pastorgail@eagleriverucc.org  
First Congregational UCC, PO Box 1385, Eagle River, WI 54521                               

    Church emails: Nan - office@eagleriverucc.org     715-479-8501   
 HOME PAGE - www.eagleriverucc.org 

     Office Mgr. - Nan Pophal, 715-479-9882 
Info Tech - Amy Mehlhoff, 801-425-5214 

Clerk - Norma Yaeger, 715-477-1984 
Director of Christian Education: Sharon Breit, 715-477-2163   youth ministry@eagleriverucc.org  

CHURCH COUNCIL 
President:   Bernie Hupperts  715-617-9468  
Vice President:    Mark Johannsen 920-475-7576  

   Molly Jaeger: 715-479-4505     Trisha Moore:  715-617-1102 Shirley Thompson:  715-479-8753 
Cathy Palmer:  715-617-6373 Luke Aschbrenner:  715-358-6579 

   Pastor Parish Relations Committee -  Donna DePape, 715-617-1710              
    Women’s Fellowship - Linda Sanborn, 715-479-8091 

Sanctuary Arts Group (SAG) - Patti Roberts,  715-479-6191 
Performing Arts Music - Bernie Hupperts, 715-617-9468 

Music Director - Lori Hunter, 715-493-8078 

   Organists/pianists - Linda Brainard, 715-479-5043; Lori Hunter, 715-493-8078,      
      Norma Yaeger, 715-477-1984 

A Note about Gathering in the Building: 
On October 14th, the Wisconsin Counsel of Churches invited clergy to pledge to keep our communities 
healthy and safe. The pledge reads in part: 
 Our state is facing a crisis and we must meet this challenge together. Wisconsin is one of three 
states with the highest number of COVID-19 cases. Only Texas and California, with much greater popula-
tions than Wisconsin, have higher numbers. 
 The best way to slow the spread of COVID-19 is to keep contacts outside our household to an  
absolute minimum … Reducing our contacts with anyone beyond the people we live with is the best way 
to keep us all safe. 
 Executive Director Rev. Kerri Parker says, “We are able to worship, pray, provide faith formation 
and pastoral care, and address other community needs in ways that limit the risk of spreading COVID, to 
save lives and relieve the strain on the health system. We have a moral imperative to do so.” 
 While in this period of high infection, please continue to avoid meeting in groups and limit trips 
outside your home. Although a couple select groups are meeting in our building, we ask you to refrain 
from entering and contact the staff by phone or email if there is something you need. Thank you for  
doing your part to protect yourself and your neighbors! 

 



Book Club Suggestions 
 
In these challenging times everyone is adapting. Our book club has not met this fall. We did develop a 
list of possible books which are listed below. Our plan was to meet in October to discuss The Piano Shop 
on the Left Bank but the logistics got in the way. 
 
So here it is the end of November and we have not scheduled a meeting. I am suggesting that we hold 
off until January, hoping that the pandemic may have slowed down. I am willing to schedule a Zoom 
meeting in January and can help anyone wanting to join the discussion to download the program, which 
is free, to a phone or computer. We can do this by phone. I thought we could talk about our reading   
experiences during the pandemic. I want to suggest that we read The Art of Hearing Heartbeats  by    
Jan-Philipp Sender because it if very readable and will take us out of our typical environment and ways 
of thinking about life and relationships. Translated from the German it reads a little like a fairy tale at 
first. Anyone interested is welcome to join us. Please consider it. 
 
Here is the list of suggested books for this year. Please send me other suggestions. We did not schedule 
books for each month as we usually do. 
 
Donna De Pape, ad hoc book club communicator 
 
Educated by Tara Westover 
 
Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 
 
King James Conspiracy by Phillip Depot 
 
Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 
 
Gloryland by Shelton Johnson 
 
Sonata for Miriam by Linda Olsson 
 
Mourner’s Bench by Susan Dodd 
 
Three Things About Elsie by Joanna Cannon 
 
The Brilliant Life of Eudora Honeysett  by Annie Lyons 
 
Astrid and Veronica  by Linda Olsson 
 
My Name is Mary Sutter  by Robin Oliveira 
 
Piano Shop on the Left Bank by Thad Carhart 
 
The Life Span of a Fact by John d’Agata 
 
     HAPPY READING!!!! 


