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Council and President’s Report 
 
Hello to all our Church Family. It’s my total pleasure to write this first Mouse article to you as president of your 
Church Council. I hope I am able to answer questions you may have in this time between pastors. I hope to keep 
you informed about Council and congregation actions which we are taking to keep us connected during these 
weeks of COVID-19 enforced separation. My cell, should you wish to discuss anything, is 715-617-9468. 
 
Before traveling to news and views, let me pay homage to Barbara Helmick who has been writing to you for 
three years as our first elected president under the new constitution. Barbara has been a leader for all of us, 
through pastor resignations, hiring of an interim — Rev. Dale Bishop — and the beginning of another Search 
Committee and interim hunt. The Lord places the right people at the necessary time. We have a super example 
of this in Barbara Helmick whose commitment to her faith and our church is wide and deep. At the Annual 
Meeting we also recognized contributions from retiring Council member Carlton Schroeder. Carlton will continue 
to chair GED. And we recognized Marilyn Preisler’s 28 years as Council Clerk, an unparalleled commitment. 
Thank you both. Norma Yaeger will assume the Clerk position. 
 
Several weeks ago Brian and Erika, our daughter from Durango, CO spent a week with us, and we had a child-fix. 
What a delight because you almost forget what normalcy is, don’t you? It’s our hope, of course, that such person-
to-person contact will become normal again. However, as long as the threat of pandemic remains with us, and we 
are without a pastor, much of our contact will have to be virtual and distant. 
 
But, the church does go on, thank God. There’s Nan in the office keeping all our ties together. There is Sharon Breit 
preparing 6 children in the Faith Formation group this year. Once again Sharon has her able assistant Louise Krus 
helping. Lori Hunter, our newest congregation member and our wonderful Music Director, is keeping us spiritually 
and musically alive with SCRIPTURE AND SONG. Patti Roberts is keeping us spiritually alive and contemplative with 
SHELTERED THOUGHTS. Also there is the Council working on its charge to find an inspiring interim. We continue to 
search for someone who will lead us though this perplexing period of pandemic. We are looking for a spiritual lead-
er who wants to help prepare us for the coming of a settled pastor. New council members Cathy Palmer and Luke 
Aschbrenner will help us in the interim search. 
 
Finding a settled pastor is the task of our Search Committee chaired by Trista Langley-Tyler. The Search Committee 
will provide us with regular reports as they study and discuss our profile and the abilities of each candidate. The 
Committee includes Kelli Burrill, Nancy Diepenbrock, Pat Fox, Sandy Kaitchuck, Kami Kolb, Doug Malinski, Patti  
Roberts, and Krista Wittkopf. I called many of these members to ask them to join the committee, and their firm 
“yes” answers were a joy to hear. 
 
A new church year has begun. The Stewardship and Pledging committee begins its work to help us each our 
budget goals. That Committee needs us all, by the way. As we wait patiently to open church, we still need to pay 
the bills. You have been wonderful in meeting the challenge of your 2020 pledge. Please make a 2021 pledge 
with the same dedication. 
 
Our Annual Meeting on September 27, following a moving service led by pastors Dale Bishop and Pat Tucker, was 
well attended. The sun did not shine on the many colored leaves, but it did shine from your masked faces as we 
settled the business of this wonderful church. Thanks for being there; thanks for stretching out your arms as we 
silently mouthed the words, “Let there be peace on earth…” 
 
Bernie Hupperts 
Church Council President 



“Empowered by the Holy Spirit and with the help of God, we open our 
doors and hearts to all in service and love, as modeled by Jesus Christ.” 

 
(Mission Statement of First Congregational United Church of Christ, Eagle River, WI) 

     

Stewardship: Enriching and Changing Lives 
 
September 27, at our Annual Meeting, we approved a 2021 budget that includes $150,000 in pledges. 
Thanks to the Finance Committee of Paula Hendrickson, Cindy Schattner and Donna Adams, we have a 
budget which recognizes our possibilities. It also recognizes that we need to be enriched by our faith 
and our continuing friendship. Our sense of stewardship calls upon us to stay the course as Jesus would 
tell us, through pandemic and all its consequences. 
 
Staying the course comes through pledges. We also stay the course in serving our church. At the            
Annual Meeting we offered thanks for many who have served our congregation and God. I want to  
focus on one person, Marilyn Preisler, our recently retired Council Clerk who faithfully wrote and 
kept our records for 28 years. In perspective, for some of us, that is half our lives. Marilyn is one 
among many in our congregation who serve when called. I don’t know, but I’m guessing that Marilyn 
serves both with what she is able to do as a Clerk for the church and what she is able to do in pledging 
to the church so that others will be able to grow, enrich and change. Right, on, I say! 
 
This is the first of a number of letters that the Council will send. We may also use the internet as a             
connecting point through YouTube, song and reminders, as we seek to continue to strengthen and           
enliven our First Congregational United Church of Christ in Eagle River. Without you there would be no 
church — a church that has had an important civic presence wince 1887. Without your willingness to 
sing, to sew, to participate, to bring your children to church, to spend hours searching for a pastor, to 
see our church as the place in which to profess your faith —- simply, without you for many thoughtful, 
loving acts, we would be struggling as a church. 
 

And without your pledges, our UCC church would struggle                                                                  
to face this difficult time in history. 

 
Soon you will receive a pledge card. Its theme is Jesus’ words: “Beloved, let us love one                                          
another because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.” 

 

Please complete your pledge card                                                                                             
with thoughtful, loving consideration of our life as a church. 

 
Bernie Hupperts, 

Stewardship Co-Chair 

NEEDED: a few volunteers who are willing to learn how to use the new 
Camcorder to livestream services when they are available. In addition, we hope 
to provide YouTube musical and spiritual events. Call Nan in the office if you can 

volunteer —— 715-479-8501. 
Thank you! 



OCTOBER SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Oct. 4:  Ex 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 and Ps 19  Isa 5:1-7 and Ps 80:7-15 
  Phil 3:4b-14 Matt 21:33-46  Wisdom for the Way 
Oct. 11:   Ex 32:1-14 and Ps 106:1-6, 19-23 Isa 25:1-9 and Ps 23 
  Phil 4:1-9 Matt 22:1-14  Praiseworthy Living 
Oct. 18:  Ex 33:12-23 and Ps 99 Isa 45:1-7 and Ps 96:1-9 (10-13) 
  I Thess 1:1-10 Matt 22:15-22  Living Messages 
Oct. 25:  Deut 34:1-12 and Ps 90:1-6, 13-17 Lev 19:1-2, 15-18 and Ps I 
  I Thess 2:1-8 Matt 22:34-46  The Compassionate life  

 

to Lori Hunter, the newest member of our 
Church Family. Lori has been with us for a number of 

years as Music Director, pianist and organist. 
We welcomed her with open arms and virtual hugs at 

our outdoor service on Sunday, September 27th. 

Returning to Church, An Early Fall Update from Wisconsin Council of Churches  September 21, 2020 

 
With eight WI cities occupying positions on a list of the twenty US cities with the fastest rising number of COVID 
cases as of mid September, we continue to urge caution in gathering the church in physical locations. At this 
time, we do not advise gathering indoors. Outdoor and online options are preferred.   
That being said, we continue to be contacted by churches seeking recommendations for safer choices around 
gathering indoors. As we have our first cooler days and evenings this fall, this becomes a more common ques-
tion. Please remember there is no way to gather in person which eliminates all risk of transmitting COVID.            
There are only safer choices we can make to reduce the risk to ourselves, those around us, and the community 
at large. Our choices are an expression of care for self and neighbor; they are profoundly faithful decisions.                                                                           
If your church is committed to resuming worship indoors, here’s a summary of some of the best information we 
have curated from conversations with health officials, scientists and other research. This is not medical advice or 
a guarantee. 

• Limit attendance and maintain a list of who is present in case it is needed for contact tracing. 

• Commit to physical distancing (6 ft) and wearing face masks. Keep a low-touch environment. Organized            
seating and dismissal by ushers can help with distancing. 

• Strongly encourage flu shots. Health officials are recommending flu vaccinations by October. 

• Projecting one’s voice as a worship leader creates as much aerosol as singing. Maintain additional physical 
distance in the chancel, wear a mask and avoid sharing microphones. 

• Abstain from congregational or choral singing. 

• Maintain your online worship options. 

• Increase the amount of air that comes from outdoors: open windows if possible, but avoid the use of fans. 

• Prop doors open to reduce touchpoints and increase fresh air. 

• Communion. Follow the most strict health protocols of your ecclesiastical authorities. 

Prayers are a fundamental part of the Christian life. We grow in faith and           
community as we lift each other up in prayer to God. During this time of           
pandemic and required distancing, it is hard to have a close enough connection  
in order to know who is in need. We used to have a prayer group that met           
physically. Since that isn’t possible right now, I would like to form a group via the 
internet. If you are interested in participating or would like more information, 
please call, text or email me at the contact information below. Thanks.   

              
   Tobi Johannsen Cell: 920-450-1402 email: tjharleygal56@gmail.com 



A MESSAGE FOR THE FAITH FORMATION KIDS 
From 

Sharon R. Breit, Christian Education Director 
 

Our lesson for October is based on Matthew 10:24-33 
 

Rudi, the Restless Rooster 
 

There once was a young, restless rooster named Rudi who could not sleep at night. Long after all the 
other chickens in the coop had climbed up onto the roost, said their good nights and nodded off to 
dreamland, Rudi would be awake, pacing up and down, too afraid to sleep. Rudi was afraid of the dark, 
and so he would stay up all night long, watching and listening; afraid that something would jump out of 
the dark and grab him. The least little noise would scare him out of his wits. Rudi was certain that a fox 
or weasel was coming to get him. One night when an owl hooted outside the window, he flew to the top 
of the coop and refused to come down for three days. 
 
The other chickens soon got tired of Rudi’s behavior. Finally, one day, one of the old roosters took him 
aside for a rooster-to-rooster talk. He threw his great wings around Rudi and said, “Now, look here, my 
boy, we can’t have you waking up the hens at all hours of the night. They need their rest so they can lay 
plenty of eggs. You know if they don’t lay enough eggs the farmer will chop off all our heads. Now, 
what’s the problem? Why can’t you go to sleep at night like a good rooster should?” 
“Don’t you know,” whined Rudi, “that there are weasels and foxes and bears out there when it’s dark? 
I’m afraid they’re going to get me.” 
“Have you ever seen one?” asked the old rooster. 
“No,” admitted Rudi, “I’ve never seen one, but I know that they’re out there.” 
“Well, they’ve never bothered any of the rest of us,” said the old rooster, “and besides,” he added, “God 
takes care of us.” 
“How do you know that?” asked Rudi? 
“It says so in the bible,” said the old rooster. “Look here.” And he opened the bible to the gospel of 

Matthew and began to read:  Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 

them will fall to the ground apart from your father, and even the feathers 

(hairs) of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more 

value than many sparrows. 

“You see,” said the old rooster, “God is watching over us. We don’t have to be afraid.” Rudi thought 
about what the old rooster said. And that night, when all the chickens climbed up on the roost and said 
their goodnights before nodding off to dreamland, Rudi was the first one to fall asleep. They never 
called him the Restless Rooster again. 
 

See YOU Wednesday, October 7th to begin Faith Formation Class. 

One of the very pleasant things about friendship is 
the “Do you remember?” moments. 



 

 

 

To Our Church Family, 
 

Hold a true friend with both hands. 
 

Rev. Pat Tucker and Rev. Dale Bishop,                  
members of our church, have each agreed to 

respond to emergency requests for pastoral care; 
Pat’s number: 715-891-5051 

Dale’s number: 715-891-5052 
 

If unavailable, please reach out to  
Rev. Topher Mehlhoff: 801-647-7780 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Oct. 1  Sybil Saltenberger 
Oct. 2  Norda Gromoll                          
  Ruth Hibbard 
  Iland Shepherdson 
Oct. 3  Tom Dunphy 
Oct. 4  Doreen Boxrud 
Oct. 5  Dick Deaver 
  Marian Griebenow 
Oct. 8  Diana Deaver 
  Tom Helmick 
Oct. 10  Doug Malinsky 
Oct. 11  Linda Sanborn 
Oct. 12  Helena Roerdink 
oct. 15  Joy Turpin 
Oct. 16  Bernie Hupperts 
Oct. 17  Jim Sanborn 
Oct. 20  Ursula Charaf 
Oct. 22  Barbara Loar 
Oct. 29  Miriam Chenault            
  Gayla Newmeister 
  Tina Yakel 
Oct. 31  Jane Shadick 
Nov. 3  Linda Cole 
  Mary Ann Hansen 
Nov. 6  Marty Pietila 
Nov. 8  Connie Eaton 
Nov. 10 Sandra Slagle 

Do you or someone in your family have a 
birthday in October/November that isn’t 

listed? Call the church office and we’ll add 
you to our list.  

You don’t have to reveal your birth year. 
Thank you! 

 
 

       
A note from  

Myrna and Larry Wright 
 
 
 

Dear Friends at UCC, 
We are moving to Beloit, WI on Sept. 20 to be closer to 
our family. You will be missed greatly. My best wishes to 
you all in the coming challenges, for our “little church” in 
Eagle River. 
God Bless,  
Love, Myrna and Larry Wright 
 
New address: 3016 S. Lexington Ct. 
  Beloit, WI 53511 

 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR 
 
We need snacks for the Faith Formation kids. They are very  

hungry when they arrive from a busy day at school. The following would be 
appreciated: pretzels, cheese and/or peanut butter crackers, mandarin              
oranges or mixed fruit, ice cream treats. All items must be individually 
wrapped to avoid contamination. You can drop them off at church; please                  
remember to call before you bring your items. The church doors  
remain locked. Thank you for your continued support of our youth. 



 First Congregational UCC Contact People - 2020 –2021 
                               

    Church emails: Nan - office@eagleriverucc.org     715-479-8501   
 HOME PAGE - www.eagleriverucc.org 

     Office Mgr. - Nan Pophal, 715-479-9882 
Info Tech - Amy Mehlhoff, 801-425-5214 

Clerk - Norma Yaeger, 715-477-1984 
Director of Christian Education: Sharon Breit, 715-477-2163   youth ministry@eagleriverucc.org  

CHURCH COUNCIL 
President:   Bernie Hupperts  715-617-9468  
Vice President:    Mark Johannsen 920-475-7576  

   Molly Jaeger: 715-479-4505     Trisha Moore:  715-617-1102 Shirley Thompson:  715-479-8753 
Cathy Palmer:  715-617-6373 Luke Aschbrenner:  715-358-6579 

   Pastor Parish Relations Committee -  Donna DePape, 715-617-1710              
    Women’s Fellowship - Linda Sanborn, 715-479-8091 

Sanctuary Arts Group (SAG) - Mickey Jensen, 715-479-7504 
Performing Arts Music - Bernie Hupperts, 715-617-9468 

Music Director - Lori Hunter, 715-493-8078 

   Organists/pianists - Linda Brainard, 715-479-5043; Lori Hunter, 715-493-8078,      
      Norma Yaeger, 715-477-1984 

Health News October 2020 

 
An occasional stop for fast food can fit into a healthy diet — if you’re careful about what you 
order. Consider these tips. 

• If the fast-food restaurant offers several sandwich sizes, pick the smallest. Bypass hamburgers with two or 
three patties, which can be close to 800 calories. Choose instead a regular —- or children’s sized hamburger, 
which has about 250 calories. 

• Skip the large serving of French fries and ask for a small serving stead. This switch alone can save 200 calories. 

• Take advantage of the healthy side dishes offered at many fast-food restaurants. For example, instead of 
French fries choose a side salad with low-fat dressing or a baked potato. Or add a fruit bowl or a fruit and         
yogurt option to your meal. 

• Other healthy choices include apple or orange slices, corn on the cob, steamed rice, or baked potato chips. 

• Choose an entrée salad with grilled chicken, shrimp or vegetables. Choose a dressing you like, but be cautious 
with the amount. Use half the package or keep the salad dressing on the side to control the number of                    
calories from added fat and other unwanted ingredients, such as added salt and sugar. 

• Watch out for high-calorie salads, such as those with deep-fried shells or those topped with breaded chicken 
or other fried toppings. Also skip extras, such as cheese and croutons, which quickly increase your calorie 
count. 

• Fried and breaded foods, such as crispy chicken sandwiches and breaded fish fillets, are high in fat and calo-
ries. Select grilled or roasted lean meats — such as turkey or chicken breast, lean ham, or lean roast beef. 

• Many beverages are high in calories. For example, a large regular soda (30 ounces, or 887 milliliters) has more 
than 300 calories. Instead, order diet soda, water, unsweetened iced tea, sparkling water or mineral water. 

• Also, skip the shakes and other ice cream drinks. Large shakes can contain more than 800 calories. 
 
Remember, you don’t have to settle for what comes with your sandwich or meal — not even at fast-food                         
restaurants. Ask for healthier options and substitutions. And keep your eye on portion size. 

The most important thing is how you’re touching other people’s lives … The truth is, you cannot fix everything.  
But what you can do, here and now, is make a decision, because life is about decisions. And the decision is that 
you will use your life in service; you will be in service to life. You will speak up. You will show up. You will stand up. 
You will sit in. You will volunteer. You will vote, You will shout out. You will help. You will lend a hand. 
 — Oprah Winfrey 


