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            June 2020 
 
Beloved Church Family and Friends, 
 

Spring has sprung! And mosquitoes have hatched! Now we await the           
dragonflies, who will eat the mosquitoes! It occurred to me, a couple 
of nights ago, how powerful something as tiny as a mosquito can be. 
One buzzed in our bedroom as we attempted to sleep. It had the  
ability to keep me awake and hidden under my bedsheet. It even 
prompted me to rise from my bed much earlier than usual! I have 
read enough books about epidemics to realize that mosquitoes have 

also spread disease which has killed thousands of people in the past. The microscopic corona-
virus is spread a bit differently, but I am still amazed that something so tiny can be so powerful!  
 
However, our God is stronger and bigger than disease and our fear! Frequent phrases in our 
Bible are “Don’t be afraid” and “Fear not.” Hope is at the very center of our faith! Novelist           
Barbara Kingsolver wrote “Hope is a renewable option: If you run out of it at the end of the day, 
you get to start over in the morning.” Christianity is a faith of new beginnings! Laurie Halse    
Anderson, author of “Fever 1793” wrote these words to reflect feelings after the fever was gone: 
“Looking down the peaceful street, it seemed no one could imagine the terror we had all           
endured. There were many tables with empty places or invalids who had one been strong as 
horses, but the sun continued to rise. People filled the street each day. On Sunday the church 
bells rang. Philadelphia had moved on … The yellow sun rose, a giant balloon filled with prayer 
and hopes and promise … Day was begun.” 
 
You and I will experience such a time in our future. Meanwhile we begin each day anew. As 
time goes on, many exciting ideas are budding in our church family! Keep your eyes open for 
such safe distancing events such as sidewalk or driveway art, cleaning up our roadways (Kathy 
Holperin already organized a successful clean-up for that), drive by car visits, a “drop-in” visiting 
time on Zoom and more (look inside the Mouse). Please share your ideas. 
 
Yours in the Spirit of our Christ. 

 

PASTOR JANE 

 

Congratulations again to our High School Graduates:  Amy Deditz, Brett Nesbitt and Lily Tyler! 
     



“Empowered by the Holy Spirit and with the help of God, we open our doors 
and hearts to all in service and love, as modeled by Jesus Christ.” 

 
(Mission Statement of First Congregational United Church of Christ, Eagle River, WI) 

Happy June! 
 
It appears spring/summer may finally be here. I hope you’re enjoying the sunshine and warm tempera-
tures. I certainly am! 
 
I also hope you are staying safe and well as we continue to deal with the coronavirus and Covid-19 — the 
illness it causes. We’ve all had to deal with making so many challenging and sometimes uncomfortable 
decisions — at least they have been for Tom and me. Do I go out? Do I stay home? Can I visit my children 
and grandchildren? Must I wear a mask? I’m going stir crazy — what should I do? How can I support local 
businesses to help them survive this pandemic? 
 
And I’m sure many of you are also asking — or at least wondering — when can we go back to church and 
worship together on Sundays? 
 
I truly wish I could answer that one for you. But at this point, Pastor Jane and the Church Council are        
taking a cautious approach and following the Wisconsin Conference United Church of Christ general rec-
ommendation that we continue to “stay the course” and NOT reopen until it is significantly safer to so. 
 
However, I have formed a small Ad Hoc Committee consisting of Pastor Jane, Mark Johannsen (Council 
vice president) and me to begin taking steps to make sure our church is ready to reopen when the time 
comes. That process will involve everything from the seemingly “small stuff” such as making sure we have 
enough hand sanitizer on hand, to “bigger stuff” such as perhaps blocking off pews to ensure people sit 6 
feet apart from each other or establishing a one-way flow throughout the church and sanctuary in order 
to maintain social distancing. 
 
The Ad Hoc Committee is just getting started and will NOT be acting in isolation. The Church Council will 
have significant input. We would also like to hear your thoughts and concerns regarding what reopening 
First Congregational UCC will look like. Feel free to reach out to me, Mark or Pastor Jane with your 
thoughts, questions, and ideas. You may also share them with any Church Council member: Bernie               
Hupperts, Molly Jaeger, Carlton Schroeder, Trisha Moore, or Shirley Thompson. 
 
In other Church Council-related news: at its May meeting the Council authorized the following payments 
from the Maggie Ball Mission Fund: $1,000 to the Vilas Food Pantry; $1,000 to Feed our Rural Kids (FORK); 
and $500 to Re-Member, a South Dakota organization working with the Lakota Nation. The first two      
donations will help these local organizations meet some of the needs of local residents who are struggling 
to put food on the table during the pandemic. The third donation will support Re-Member which depends 
on money and volunteers from service-learning trips — most, if not all, of which have been cancelled    
because of Covid-19. (Several of our members participated in service-learning trips in recent years to help 
the Lakota through Re-Member). 
 
Stay safe. Stay well. 
 
Barbara Helmick,                               
Church Council President 
 



 CHOIR SCHEDULE 
????? 

JUNE SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
June 7  Gen. 1:1-2;4a  Psalm 8  2 Cor. 13:11-13  Matt 28:16-20 
 
June 14  Gen 18:1-15 (21:1-7) and Ps 116:1-2,12-19 OR Ex 19:2-81 and Ps 100 
 
June 21  Gen 21:8-21 and Ps 86:1-10, 16-17 OR Jer 20:7-13 and Ps 69:7-10 (11-15), 16-18 
  Rom 6:1b-11  Matt 10:24-39 
 
June 28  Gen 22:1-14 and Ps 13 OR Jer 28:5-9 and Ps 89:1-4, 15-18 
  Fom 6:12-23  Matt 10:40-42 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDIES FOR OUR SHELTERING AT HOME WEEKS! 
 
    WHEN: When you register, please indicate which time is better for you: 
    Tuesdays in June - July 14th from 1-2:30 p.m. or from 6-7:30 p.m. 
 
    WHAT: Pastor Jane will email you a Zoom invitation which has a link for you 
to                      
    click to enter the meeting (study session). Pastor Jane has also found a great                                            
    price: $5.00 per book! When you register, she will see that you receive the 
    book. There are 8 books — first come, first served! 
 
    Improve your relationship with God, using the original “how to” book —the                      
    Bible. Books, magazines and talk shows are full of advice on how to improve 
    our love lives. Psychologist and spiritual director Nancy Reeves points out that 
    some of these same principles apply to our relationship with God.  
 
They include:   Say “I Love You” Frequently  Tell Your Loved One What You Need 
   Share Your Pain as Well as Your Joy Take Time Just to Be Together 
 
Each of the chapters include a psychological principle, the corresponding scripture passage, stories that bring 
the principle to life, and a relationship-building exercise. 
 
    Dr. Nancy Reeves is a psychologist, psychotherapist, spiritual director, best- 
    selling author, award-winning columnist, and published poet. She is director 
    psychotherapist in the Island Loss Clinic, adjunct faculty at the University of 
    Victoria, and has conducted numerous lectures and workshops in 9 countries. 
    Nancy has published over 60 articles in professional journals and general                    
    interest magazines. She is the recipient of the Victoria WM/YWCA Woman of 

The Lord sometimes takes us into                                     
troubled waters, not to drown us,                                             

but to cleanse us. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A father is as great as the dream he dreams; as great as the love he bears. 
As great as values he redeems, and the happiness he shares. 
A father is as great as the thoughts he thinks, as the worth he has attained. 
As the fountains at which his spirit drinks, and the insight he has gained. 
A father is as great as the help he gives, as great as the destiny he seeks; 
As great as the life he lives. 
 

Happy Father’s day to all dads, grand-dads, step-dads, dads to be —- 
Sunday, June 21st 

WHEN: Mondays in June - July 13th, from 1-2:30 p.m. 
WHAT: Pastor Jane will email you a Zoom invitation, which has a link for you to click to 
enter the meeting (study session). Books are available at www.woodlakebooks.com  
It is not available as yet (Press Time) on Amazon or United Church Press. The books are 
about $12.00 print, and $8.00 as an ebook or Kindle. If you would like help obtaining this 
book, just let Pastor Jane know. 
As this time of Coronavirus continues, we begin to see books sold that claim that the book 

of Revelation predicted this Pandemic. We hear individuals begin to point the finger of blame based on interpre-
tations of confusing interpretations of this book! This is a great time for us to explore Revelation as a group! 
More material has probably been written about the biblical book of Revelation than the rest of the Bible com-
bined — or at least it can seem that way. What’s more, people who write or talk about Revelation often have a 
passion that defies all logic. They speak vividly and forcefully about plagues, and judgements, and the end of the 
world. All interesting themes — but are they the real concern or message of Revelation? 
 
Revelation is a powerful book that was written a long time ago to express a powerful message. Unfortunately, 
so many people have played with it and interpreted it and have found in it only the things they wanted to find 
and it’s difficult to “hear” the original intent through all the interpretation. Yet when we set aside the nonsense 
and speculation, we find a story of God’s presence with a fractured and frightened community, with a church 
that had no idea what the future might hold, and with a people who wondered if it was time to give up and 
abandon what they believed — all of which makes Revelation a perfect book to study in our own time and 
place, because so many church communities today and so many of the people who inhabit them are all of those 
things: fractured and frightened, uncertain of what the future might hold, wondering if we should just give up. 
 
Revelation ...for Progressive Christians is a seven-session study guide that invites readers to explore Revelation 
as a fun, hope-filled book that contains a lot of fanciful imagery and symbolic references, to be sure, but that, at 
its core, offers words of assurance and hope to the church and its people today. 
 
Donald Schmidt, the author, likes to spin wool, knit, and weave. In his spare time, he also works in ministry in a variety of 
settings. He has served parishes in Quebec, New York, Vermont, Washington, and Hawaii. He has also worked as an Associ-
ated Conference Minister with the United Church of Christ, and is a retired United Methodist minister. Perhaps his favorite 
ministry has been as an editor and writer of church resources for worship, education, and church revitalization. He has  
published 3 books and has had a few pieces of music appear in various collections around the world. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
GREETINGS from Sharon R. Breit 

Christian Education Director 
 

TO MY FAITH FORMATION KIDS:  
It seems summer may be here! My kids loved to blow bubbles.  
Bubbles are fun. I think everyone likes bubbles. It’s hard not to smile when you 
see someone blowing bubbles and watch them float through the air. 
 
There are a couple of ways to blow bubbles. One is to blow gently with a wand. Another way is to blow 
bubbles with a straw in a drink such as milk or juice. One time when I was a kid I used a green onion stem 
with soapy water and instead of blowing, I sucked! YUK! 
 
All of those ways to make bubbles have one thing in common — that is, they all were blown with breath.       
All of those bubbles are created by someone blowing breath into them.  
 
We all have a little bit of God’s breath inside us. God didn’t give us breath like he did the first human            
beings, but God gives us life and that is part of HIS breath. 
 
Even though we are not able to join together to hear God’s word, I hope you will continue to read your 
home bible this summer. So, I would like you to choose one of your favorite bible stories and write your 
own version of it and email it to me at sharonrbreit@gmail.com 
 
THANK YOU to Kathy and Mark Holperin for coordinating the Highway Clean-up and everyone who 
helped. I’m sorry my shoulder is not healed enough to be with you. Recovery has been very slow. 
 
We celebrate our graduates who are former UCC Confirmation students: Amy Deditz, Lily Tyler and 

Brett Nesbitt. We are very proud of you and wish you the best of luck in whatever your future holds for 

you. 

Parable of the four sons in search of a pear tree 
 
A man who had four sons wanted his sons to learn not to judge things too 
quickly. So he sent them each on a quest, in turn, to go and look at a pear tree 
that was a great distance away. 
The first son went in winter, the second in spring, the third in summer, and the 
youngest in the fall. When they had all gone and come back, he called the four 
together to describe the tree. 
The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent, and twisted. The second son said no, it was covered with 
green buds and full of promise. The third son disagreed; he said it was laden with blossoms that smelled 
so sweet and looked so beautiful, the most graceful thing he had ever seen. The youngest disagreed 
with all of them; he said it was ripe and drooping with fruit, full of life and fulfilment. 
The man then explained to his sons that they were all right, because they had each seen only one 
season in the tree’s life. He told them that you cannot judge a tree, or a person, by only one season. 
The essence of who they are and the pleasure, joy, and love that come from a life can only be                     
measured at the end of all its seasons. 
If you give up when it’s winter, you will miss the promise of your spring, the beauty of your summer, 
the fulfillment of your fall. Don’t let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all the rest. 



To Our Church Family, 
 

We can begin reaching out to others by 
sharing a smile, an encouraging word,                                            

a chance to laugh. 
 

If you know of someone who would benefit from a call or a 
card, please let the pastor know. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
June 5  Pamme Williams 
June 8  Emily Klopp 
June 9  Nan Andrews  
June 11 Dewey Anderson 
June 13 Brett Nesbitt 
  Madison Stebbeds 
June 15 Frank Surpless 
June 16 Don Hendrickson 
June 17 Sue Kent 
June 25 Jacob Klopp 
June 26 Dick Hansen 
June 28 Tess Holperin 
June 29 Gary Spolarich 
July 1  Sandy Kaitchuck 
July 2  Jamie Remme 
July 5  Dale Bishop                    
  Carlton Schroeder 
July 6  Helena Radloff 
July 7  Kate Remme  
  Georgianna Starz 
July 8  Marlyn Hupperts 
  Tom Marion 
July 10  Bob Tranjowski          
  Jan Yahr 

Do you or someone in your family have a 
birthday in June/early July that isn’t listed? 
Call the church office and we’ll add you to 

our list.  
You don’t have to reveal your birth year.

 Thank you! 

“Snowbirds”—— 
Keep us up-to-date on your address changes                  

as you return to the north from                                             
your winter home!                           

Put yesterday behind you, it’s gone and won’t come back, 

And we cannot see ahead far down tomorrow’s track. 

Enjoy the fleeting moments that come just for today, 

The sweet song of a bluebird, the morning sun’s first ray, 

A warm and loving hand clasp, welcome letters in the 

mail, 

A bunch of fragrant violets, rain splashing in a pail. 

Each day has something special, some joy or souvenir; 

It might be gone tomorrow, so enjoy it while it’s here. 

God can bring beauty                          
out of chaos. 

“I just wanted to take a moment to thank you personally for your partnership with 
NATH/Frederick Place, and give you an update on how many people your donations 
have helped. To date: 758 unduplicated individuals have called Frederick Place 
home thanks to your gifts. We could not do this without you.  Thank you.” 
Bev Geske, Board Member 



CONGRATULATIONS  to the 2020 UCC Scholarship Recipients! 
 

The UCC Scholarship Committee (Ursula Charaf, Mark Johannsen, and Norma Yaeger) 
proudly announce the recipients of eleven scholarships. The selections are based on our 
individual and combine evaluations of the applicants’ grade point average, personal                   

essay, letters of recommendation (from teachers, community people, and a counselor), as well as their overall 
high school experience including work and volunteer activities. This year’s honorees are: 
 
  Kranz $20,000  Ethan Spears, Three Lakes HS 
  Kranz $3,000  Liam Oas, NPHS 
  Kranz $1,000  Courtney Heller, NP graduate 2015, UW-Stout 
  Kranz $1,000  Piper Snedden NPHS, Carroll College 
  Birds Nest $8,000 Madalyn Romatoski, NPHS 
  Birds Nest $8,000 Jack Van Wormer, NPHS 
  Birds Next $8,000 Kortnie Volk, Three Lakes HS 
  General $1,0000 Madison Bill, NPHS 
  General $1,000  Austin Nagle, Phelps HS 
  Rieckman $1,000 Marie Milanowski, NPHS 
  J. Paterson, $1,000 Nathan Krause, NPHS 
  Zipperer Scholarship Amy Deditz 
  Zipperer Scholarship Tess Holperin 

 
“Dear Bird’s Nest Scholarship Committee, Thank you so much for picking me to receive your 
scholarship! I am so grateful you saw my potential and believe in me. I want you to know that 
whatever successes I have you have helped me to achieve them. Again, thank you so so much!! 
Maddie Romatoski” (Bird’s Nest $8,000) 
 

“Dear First Congregational UCC, Thank you for your very generous scholarship of $8,000. I appreciate it very 
much. This scholarship will help make my tuition more affordable. For that I am very grateful. I will be attending 
Hillsdale College in Hillsdale, Michigan. At Hillsdale I plan on majoring in physics with a minor in chemistry or 
double majoring in physics and chemistry. I have been recruited to play football and will be playing defensive 
line. My goal after going to Hillsdale is to go to graduate school, where I will pursue astrophysics or nuclear 
physics. My goal after my education is to find a research job at a university and hopefully become a professor. 
Again, thank you very much. Sincerely, Jack Van Wormer”  (Bird’s Nest $8,000) 
 
“Dear First Congregational UCC Scholarship Donors: Thank you for your generous offer and for continuing to 
support our community. I am very happy and appreciative to learn I was the selected recipient. You have given 
me the chance to get one step closer to fulfilling my educational dreams of becoming a Physician’s Assistant. In 
the fall of 2020  I will be attending the UW at La Crosse, majoring in biology. After I obtain my major I will be 
continuing at UW-La Crosse for my graduate degree. Your generosity has inspired me not only to help others 
medically but personally as well. Sincerely, Madison Bill.” (General Scholarship $1,000) 
 
“Dear First Congregational UCC, Thank you so much for selecting me to receive the Roger Rieckman Scholarship. 
Your contribution to my education has made a huge impact on me and I am very excited to continue my educa-
tion at the University of Minnesota. I will be pursuing a degree in math there and I hope to one day became a 
math teacher. I am so grateful for  your support of students in STEM fields. Thank you again for your contribu-
tion to the continuation of my education. Sincerely, Marie Milanowski” (R. Rieckman Engineering, Math and  
Science Scholarship $1,000) 
 
“My name is Nathan Krause and I am honored to be one of this year’s recipients of the First Congregational UCC 
Jinny Patterson Environmental Scholarship. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your generosity 
in funding the First Congregational UCC Jinny Patterson Environmental Scholarship. Thanks to your donation, I 
am able to continue my education at the University of Stevens Point in the fall of 2020 majoring in Fisheries and 
Aquatic Sciences. Sincerely, Nathan Krause” (J. Paterson $1,000) 



 First Congregational UCC Contact People - 2020 
 Rev. Jane Courtright   Church: 715-479-8501     Cell phone: 309-502-9037                              

    Church emails: Nan - office@eagleriverucc.org    
 HOME PAGE - www.eagleriverucc.org 

     Office Mgr. - Nan Pophal, 715-479-9882 
Assistant Office Manager - Amy Mehlhoff, 801-425-5214 

Clerk - Marilyn Preisler, 715-479-4331 
Director of Christian Education: Sharon Breit, 715-477-2163   youth ministry@eagleriverucc.org  

CHURCH COUNCIL 
President: Barbara Helmick   920-412-4782 
Vice President:    Mark Johannsen 920-475-7576  

Carlton Schroeder: 715-272-1837   Molly Jaeger: 715-479-4505     Bernie Hupperts:  715-479-9468 
Trisha Moore:  715-617-1102 Shirley Thompson:  715-479-8753 

   Pastor Parish Relations Committee -  Donna DePape, 715-617-1710              
    Women’s Fellowship - Linda Sanborn, 715-479-8091 

Sanctuary Arts Group (SAG) - Mickey Jensen, 715-479-7504 
Performing Arts Music - Bernie Hupperts, 715-479-9468 
 Director of Music - Lori Hunter, 715-493-8078 

   Organists/pianists - Linda Brainard, 715-479-5043; Lori Hunter, 715-493-8078,      
      Norma Yaeger, 715-477-1984 

Health News — June 2020 
 
Can energy drinks really boost a person’s energy? 
Most energy drinks contain large amounts of caffeine, which can provide a              
temporary energy boost. Some energy drinks contain sugar and other substances. 
The boost is short-lived, however, and may be accompanied by other problems. 
For example, energy drinks that contain sugar may contribute to weight gain — 
and too much caffeine, or caffeine-like substances, can lead to: 
Nervousness  Irritability Insomnia Rapid heartbeat Increased blood pressure 
 
Mixing energy drinks with alcohol may be even more problematic. Energy drinks can blunt the feeling of 
intoxication, which may lead to heavier drinking and alcohol-related injuries. 
 
For most people, occasional energy drinks are fine, but the amount of caffeine can vary from product to 
product. Try to limit yourself to no more than 400 milligrams of caffeine a day from all sources. 
 
Energy drinks are not recommended for children and adolescents. Pregnant women and women who 
are breast-feeding may want to avoid or limit consumption of these beverages. If you have an underly-
ing condition such as heart disease or high blood pressure, ask your doctor if energy drinks may cause 
complications. 
 
If you’re constantly fatigued or run-down, consider healthier ways to boost your energy. Get adequate 
sleep, include physical activity in your daily routine, and eat a healthy diet. If these strategies don’t 
seem to help, consult your doctor. Sometimes fatigue is a sign of an underlying medical condition, such 
as hypothyroidism or anemia. 
 
Mayo Clinic Resources 

Spring being a tough act to follow, God created June. 



 

 

 

Dear Ones of First Congregational UCC~ 
 

As Event Lead and Captain of Team UCC (United Caring Characters), I’d like to invite 
you to visit our Relay’s website: www.relayforlife.org/northwoodswi and check out the 
links sharing our virtual Relay for Life of the Northwoods 2020. We have a few more 
links to add, one including the music of Bret & Frisk, but I think you’ll enjoy what is 
currently available. Some of my favorites are the invocation given by Pastor Michele 
Rein of St. Albert’s Church in Land O’Lakes, the reading of a piece written by Richard 
Rohr & Parker Palmer, and the short video, “Shoulder Taps”. 
 
There is also a clip where I describe the Northwoods Living Hope Walking Challenge, 
which I’d like to invite and encourage you to participate in. Taking the Challenge I par-
ticularly relevant today when so many of us are getting outside, exercising, and being 
one with the beauty and grace of the world around us. Some of the posting information 
has been updated since that video was made. Please see the Walking Challenge infor-
mation page also in this month’s Mouse.  
 
Rosemary Trommer writes: 
“Hope has holes in its pockets.  
It leaves little crumb trails so that we, when anxious, can follow it. 
Hope’s secret… it doesn’t know the destination. 
It only knows that all roads begin with one foot in front of the other.” 
Although we are learning with live with uncertainty, let’s do whatever we do with pur-
pose and intention. Whenever we place one caring foot forward God uses it, sustains it, 
and blesses it.  
 
So go ahead! Start Placing those caring feet forward and join the Northwoods Living 
Hope Walking Challenge! 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions: joyfaithchapinturpin@gmail.com 
 

Thank you so much for your support! 
Ever fondly~ 
Joy Turpin 

http://www.relayforlife.org/northwoodswi
mailto:joyfaithchapinturpin@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

Northwoods Living Hope Walking Challenge 

Here’s what you do! 

 

Challenge yourself to take 5 or more walks within any period of time (you may also jog, run, or ride a 

bike if you prefer). 

Dedicate each walk  (jog, run, or bike ride) to someone you hold fondly who has fought or is currently 

fighting the battle with cancer, and focus your energy on that person as you walk. 

Take a pic or short video of yourself participating in this challenge and share your person’s name and 

maybe a brief message to or about him or her on paper or in your video. 

             Example: On a piece of paper write: “Today I’m walking for Sydney! You’re doing great 

             my friend!” 

Send your photos and/or videos to me: joyfaithchapinturpin@gmail.com and I will post them to our 

facebook page ~ https://www.facebook.com/RelayforLifeNorthwoods/  

 

OR 

Post them to your own facebook page and tag Relay for Life of the Northwoods and use the hashtag 

#northwoodslivinghopewalkingchallenge 

 

ENJOY YOUR TIME OUTDOORS! 

 

Challenge 5 others to take the Northwoods Living Hope Walking Challenge, posting their pics or vid-

eos! 

 

You may make a donation to the American Cancer Society per name, per walk (see below). 

                                                                                                       

*Donation Options: Make a donation, in any am ount, per  name per  w alk (run or  r ide).  

 
#1 Go to:   www.relayforlife.org/northwoodswi  Click on ‘donate’         Choose “search by participant or  

    team”      Type in “Team UCC”    Click “search”    Choose: “Team UCC~Relay for Life of the Northwoods”  

 
#2 Mail your check (made out the American Cancer Society with “Team UCC” on the memo line) to:  

American Cancer Society 
Relay For Life of the Northwoods 

PO Box 902 

https://www.facebook.com/RelayforLifeNorthwoods/


 

 

 

          JUNE HYMN OF THE MONTH:  "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship”   
 
We will be singing this as our Opening Hymn during Worship Services in June!   Brian Doerksen created the 
words and music during a challenging time in his life.  May his words and music lift our hearts as well during 
this Pandemic Season!                                      
 
The Story Behind this Hymn,   as told by  Brian Doerksen:                                                                                    
From the moment I heard the beginning of this song floating through the air early on a September 
morning in London, England, I knew something special was happening. 
In the mid-1990s I had become somewhat disillusioned with worship music and the ministry con-
nected with it….   Looking back, I can see that I was passing through a patch of wilderness; God de-
sired to break me in different ways so He could use me in new ways. 
           I reached a low point, a point where I was not even sure I believed in God anymore… And so 
God, in His great compassion for my family and my wife, Joyce, moved us to England… 
        …It was challenging to do a good job leading worship in England, when so much of my heart 
was still ravaged by confusion and disappointment… I just got on with it, believing that eventually 
my feelings and the restoration of my heart would follow… Most mornings I would get up before the 
kids to go for a brisk walk. It was some light daily exercise and a chance to clear my mind before the 
day began. And it was also time to pray, to sing, and to speak out Scriptures. It was on one of these 
walks that I heard it. The idea floated through the air, and in that moment my life changed again... It 
is so amazing how big a little fragment of God inspiration can be! 
            Once the idea came, I kept singing it over and over so I wouldn't lose it. When I got home, I 
raced upstairs to the piano in the top loft of the house, and I started playing the idea over and over. I 
took a mental picture of playing the melody on the piano and jotted down some notes and phrases 
that popped into my head.  
Over the rest of the week, I continued to sing the song morning, afternoon, and evening. Writing a 
song feels more like birthing, and it invades every waking thought…I tried the song out at our home 
church… 
       The song connected right away. In fact, it seemed only a few weeks later that I heard that the 
song was already being used in South Africa… I was amazed to hear that the song had already trav-
eled to the other side of the world. But even crazier is this: I wrote this song at one of the lowest 
points of my life. But that explains some of the lyric choices I made. 
        I wrote lines like give your heart and just as you are before your God because those were the 
things that I needed to reaffirm. I needed to know that those lines were true. That's what you are con-
stantly doing as a songwriter stepping back from what you have written and asking yourself, Are 
these lines true? Do I need to say that in this season to God? [Do WE need to say that in this Pan-
demic Season?] 



 

 

 


