
Sunday Service for March 22, 2020 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 God is our shepherd, the one who guides and protects.  
       God leads us beside still waters and renews our lives.  
 Even when we are stuck in places of darkness and terror, 
 even when in the midst of the Coronavirus, 
        We will not fear, for God is with us.  
  We shall live with God forever!  
       And shall praise God our whole life long! 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Ever gracious God: In these Lenten days,  

when so much around us is confusing and filled with fear,  
remind us of your constant love and presence.  

Forgive our inability to trust, and our selfish desire  
to save ourselves while others struggle.  

You have promised to guide us through  
the dark valleys and twisting paths of life,  
but we have ignored your promises.  

We run scared instead of trusting your leading hand.  
We refuse to see the gifts others might offer,  

and instead pursue our own agendas of greed and fear.  
Forgive us, O Lord, and open our eyes  

so that we may believe in Jesus Christ,  
our Savior, redeemer, friend and companion, Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the good news! Jesus Christ is the Light of the world! 
By Christ’s intercession, our eyes are opened,  

and we will be called children of the light.  
Be at peace, and know that your sins are forgiven. Amen.  

 
SUNG RESPONSE 

 Hold us in your grace, O God, hold us in your grace. 
 Hold us in your grace, O God, hold us in your grace. 
 Hold us, hold us in your grace.  Hold us, hold us in your grace. 
 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION  
 It can be difficult, God, to accept your ways of seeing, 
  which challenge us and call us to look 
  in new and fresh ways at the world around us. 
 As we read scripture this morning, help us to see beyond – 
  to the newness you always find within.  Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Light and darkness, seeing and recognizing are themes in our readings! 
Psalm 23 offers comfort, courage and hope. 
John emphasizes the difference between physical and spiritual blindness. 



The letter to the Ephesians encourages people to live in the light of Christ! 

 

Psalm 23 is easily the most recognized passage of scripture. There’s a very good reason  

why Psalm 23 is the most recognized and recognizable passage of scripture — it is so comforting.  

The King James Version’s “the valley of the shadow of death,” packs more punch than the  

New Revised Standard’s “darkest valley,” still both point to God’s presence during times of greatest 

peril and fear. 

Psalm 23:  A Psalm of David from the King James Version 

1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

3He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

4Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:                                       

for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

5Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:                                               

thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:                                                         

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 
 
The man who meets Jesus has to learn to see the world in a different way,  
after his blindness is healed. His family and neighbors, along with the religious leaders,  
see him differently, and some of them are not even sure who he really is.  
As he regains his sight, the people around him become more and more blind to who he is.  
 

John 9 New Revised Standard Version, from the New Revised Standard Version 

A Man Born Blind Receives Sight 

9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this 

man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 

him. 4 We[a] must work the works of him who sent me[b] while it is day; night is coming 

when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%209&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26434a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%209&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26434b


had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 

the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then 

he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen 

him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some 

were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, 

“I am the man.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He 

answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 

Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, 

“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

 

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a 

sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also 

began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. 

Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for 

he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform 

such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you 

say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 

called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your 

son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, 

“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how it is 

that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak 

for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 

already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus[c] to be the Messiah[d] would be put out of 

the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 

“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know 

whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They 

said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I 

have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you 

also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, 

but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
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man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing 

thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that 

God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his 

will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 

person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered 

him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him 

out. 

Spiritual Blindness 

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?”[e] 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir?[f] Tell me, so that I may 

believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is 

he.” 38 He said, “Lord,[g] I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this 

world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 

become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are 

not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But 

now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 

 

In his letter to the people in Ephesus, Paul uses the language                                                                          

of light and darkness to speak of coming through Christ to faith & new sight! 

Ephesians 5:8-16 The Message (MSG) 
8-10 You groped your way through that murk once, but no longer. You’re out in the open 

now. The bright light of Christ makes your way plain. So no more stumbling around. Get on 

with it! The good, the right, the true—these are the actions appropriate for daylight hours. 

Figure out what will please Christ, and then do it. 

11-16 Don’t waste your time on useless work, mere busywork, the barren pursuits of 

darkness. Expose these things for the sham they are. It’s a scandal when people waste their 

lives on things they must do in the darkness where no one will see. Rip the cover off those 

frauds and see how attractive they look in the light of Christ. 

Wake up from your sleep, Climb out of your coffins; Christ will show you the light! 

So watch your step. Use your head. Make the most of every chance you get.  

These are desperate times! 
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THIS ENDS OUR READING OF SCRIPTURE  

FOR THIS FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT.   

BLESSED ARE YOU WHO HEAR IT AND KEEP IT 

IN YUR HEARTS AND LIVES!  AMEN. 

SERMON                        ‘Spit, Mud and the Coronavirus!!!’                 Rev. Jane Courtright 

Do you remember Tom Wilson’s cartoon, Ziggy?  Wilson’s character, Ziggy, always seems to be 

struggling with his place in life. Ziggy is a nondescript cartoon character, with a round face and 

oversized nose. He is drawn this way purposely so that he can be seen as any person who is 

perplexed by life. In one episode Ziggy is looking at the reader with both elbows on a table and his 

chin resting in the palms of both of his hands. He has a very sad look on his face. We then read his 

thoughts that are always printed in that cartoon bubble, “…Sometimes, I think the world may be 

out to get me!...But other times…I’m sure of it!!” 

As I wrote in my earlier letter, there is a clear sense that the world is now different. Instead of having 

a “where were you when” story, I think we will come out of this with a completely different lens, a 

changed lens, a much cleaner lens, through which to view the world. Pat Fox responded to my letter 

today, full of faith and hope:  “I think some good will come of all this. ’Things, situations, people…. 

we saw as totally normal will  look different! 

 for the virus spreading potential they have always been. Systems we have ignored or written off as 

impossible will suddenly become a matter of public safety.  

I spent two days and one night in the Long Beach Memorial Hospital recently while my husband 

Dave and I were vacationing. (All turned out well!)  I look at that experience in a new light now.  We 

spent many hours in the Emergency Waiting Room.  The room was full of a diversity of people from 

many places:  babies, young people, middle aged people and elderly folk.  Many languages were 

spoken, which to me, is always a fresh wind of life!  People talked, laughed, cried, touched and 

made temporary social connections.  It was just the beginning of Coronavirus awareness. I am sure 

that their Emergency Room is managed in a much safer way today! 

I am a person who actually enjoys grocery shopping!  Why?  I love the conversations I have both 

with people I know and strangers – in the aisles and in the check-out line.  If I see pet food in a cart, 



it starts an entire conversation – about the person’s pet and sometimes much more!  Grocery 

shopping is a much different experience now.  Some stores are offering morning times for just the 

elderly and vulnerable to shop.  Others are limiting the number of people who can be in the store at 

the same time.  And we must ‘social distance’ at least six feet apart! 

The last time I met with local UCC ministers for breakfast and great conversation, we sat around the 

table, occasionally patting an arm or back in comfort, sitting right next to one another and passing 

the coffee thermos and other items back and forth.  We did brainstorm about ways to ‘pass the 

peace’ in church without hugging or shaking hands.  What a challenge!  We have not met for some 

weeks now for safety and presently, restaurants are closed to all but take-outs or deliveries. If I’d 

known that was our ‘last breakfast’ for some time, I might have ordered hash browns and created a 

ketchup circle swirl on top! 

 

Concern about getting sick or passing on the Coronavirus is affecting every decision we make!  

Now, in this moment, that is how it should be. I am left wondering though, when we make it past this 

moment of history, what scars will remain. I think of the security measures we still put up with in 

airports that started in 2001. I can’t remember if we thought those screenings would be forever, but 

they are now. This moment of history will change our community — we have yet to see how.  

 

The community in the Gospel reading this week has been changed. It used to be a town with a blind 

beggar man. Between the townspeople they would give him money and food and check in on his 

family. They understood their relationship to him. He was a beggar from a family that somehow had 

incited the wrath of God through their sin. It is unclear if the community treated him well or not. They 

might have done what they could to be generous to him when they had extra. There is evidence of 

communities in this time truly wrapping around one or two needy “celebrities.” It is also possible that 

they reluctantly gave to him because they thought he deserved the punishment God had given him. 

Either way the community had gotten comfortable in their roles in relation to the local blind beggar 

man.  

 

Then Jesus comes along and changes their world. He takes some dirt, mixes it with his spit, the 

DNA of God and humanity in one, and heals the man’s eyes. The social structure completely shifts. 

The man can suddenly see the people who have been passing him by and the people who have 

giving to him. He can see if they are giving reluctantly, or if they have love behind their eyes. Some 

in the community refuse to believe it is the same person. They would rather reintroduce themselves 

to a stranger than accept him as one of their own. Some in the community recognize him as their 



neighbor, but when it comes down to it no one sticks up for him and he is driven out of the 

community. 

 

The community has no idea how to respond to the changes this miracle causes. No one wants to get 

caught in the middle of an angry mob or speak against the most powerful among them. Even the 

man’s parents push off the responsibility they felt for him and send all the blame to the man who has 

been healed. He, however, can literally and figuratively see the potential in this new world. 

Unfortunately, the community is not ready to change with him.  

 

We are seeing different responses to the changes our communities face. We are learning from the 

media that Taiwan learned its lesson after the SARS outbreak and had community response plans 

ready to go the minute they heard about a new “pneumonia” in China. Even their banks were ready 

to begin screening the public with heat sensors to alert them if someone with a fever entered the 

bank! Singapore’s leaders were also ready to quickly implement big protocols and their action is 

paying off. Italy is making the news for the opposite. One reason being that the community saw the 

virus as a foreign problem for too long. They ignored the possibility of their friends and co-workers 

having it and did not take precautions. It will be important to determine what went wrong and what 

worked across the globe so that communities have a better response the next time history is made 

and our world changes.  

 

We know, though, that we don’t want to marginalize the people who are our neighbors. We don’t 

want to be a community that fearfully avoids making changes. Our flexibility will be key to maintain 

our community and the values we share. There are things that will forever be different. I hope the 

difference will be that we have learned we are only as healthy as our most vulnerable populations. I 

hope that our fear will not cause us to forever give up hospital visits, grocery shopping, hugging and 

shaking hands, sharing a meal out with friends or family.  In our church, I pray there is a day we can 

in person, share communion and pass the peace again without fear, and that we learn from our 

‘online church experience.’ Even that experience changes from day to day!  What do you hope will 

stay and what do you hope we we’ll go back to when life returns to ‘normal?’ 

 

You see, the blind man had Jesus! WE HAVE EACH OTHER.  And each and every one of us      

has God to open our eyes so that we can see the beauty and grace all around us!          

     Amen. 

 

https://www.businessinsider.com/coronavirus-taiwan-case-study-rapid-response-containment-2020-3
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/03/12/814522489/singapore-wins-praise-for-its-covid-19-strategy-the-u-s-does-not
https://time.com/5799586/italy-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://time.com/5802293/coronavirus-covid19-singapore-hong-kong-taiwan/
https://time.com/5802293/coronavirus-covid19-singapore-hong-kong-taiwan/


 

 

        

         A prayer hymn in the time of coronavirus 

                   God Whose Will is Health and Wholeness 
        IN BABILONE 8.7.8.7 D ("There's a Wideness in God's Mercy") 

 

God whose will is health and wholeness, hear your people as we pray: 

Many now are facing illness; more face sickness every day. 

As we lift our song toward heaven, may we use the gifts you give — 

Science, justice, and compassion — to help others safely live. 

 

Jesus taught that your commandments call for us to use the mind. 

May we use the gifts of science to seek health for humankind. 

Bless the ones who work for healing; bless the ones who seek to be 

Builders of a health care system that protects society. 

 

God, you call for love and justice, yet our laws are far from wise: 

Many don't have good insurance; lack of health care threatens lives. 

Many workers must keep working, sick or not, to pay the bills. 

Turn us round when we have sanctioned greed that leads to greater ills. 

 

Loving God, we ask your blessing on the sick and those they love, 

And we pray for those now grieving as they lift their cries above. 

There is trouble all around us; illness causes pain and fear. 

Give compassion, love and kindness as we serve your people here. 

 

 Text: Copyright © 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.   Permission is given for use of this hymn in local churches.    

       Loving Your Neighbor in a Time of Coronavirus   

                              by Jim Wallis was helpful background reading for the creation of this hymn. 
 

 

https://sojo.net/articles/loving-your-neighbor-time-coronavirus


 

 

 

MORNING PRAYER……SILENT PRAYERS…….OUR LORD’S PRAYER 

Lifting our voices, and turning toward God, let’s pray for our church, our community, our 
nation and our world during this challenging time: 

Let us pray:  
 

God of the ages, the church is your people.                                                                                                
As we pray, gather us,                                                                                                                        
even as we are not physically together in our beloved church sanctuary.                                                                       
You are always guiding your people.  Remain with us in these days                                                          
where anxieties are high, and fears are many.                                                                        
Let us know your shepherding presence, for you are our light: 

 
God of wholeness, bring clarity to those of us in these confusing times,                                                               
bring healing to those who are ill or hurt,                                                                                                                      
and peace and patience to those in trying times.                                                                                     
Shine into our world, and bring the promise of your healing                                                                           
to those who are overwhelmed by illness, who are suffering, tired, or alone.  

Restore, renew, and bring new life to the ministry and work of this congregation,                                           
as we do our best to help our families and our community.                                                                                     
Shine your light on the people of every nation.                                                                                                    
Reveal your reconciling love in places where fear and conflict thrive. 

Hear us, listening God, as we bring to you our special prayers: 

We pray for all of our snowbird families:  keep them safe!   
We pray for those affected by the Coronavirus.   
We pray for those affected by wars and violence 
  in Syria, Ethiopia, Israel/Palestine, Yemen and other places.  
We pray for those in our church family who are isolated  

in their homes, alone or with family.   
Help them feel connected to you, God, and to church family.   
 
Hear our silent prayers, O God……………………………………………….                                                                                                                     
[You may email or text your special prayers to Pastor Jane, as well] 
 
And hear us as we say the words Jesus taught us: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  



Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 
OFFERING INVITATION 

As you mail your offerings and pledges to our church (so needed at this 
time, we remind you that this Sunday is also One Great Hour of Sharing 

(OGHS) Offering Dedication. Through the ministries of our church and 
through ministries supported by OGHS, we have the opportunity to be part 

of a hopeful future!  Imagine what the future could be like when we join 
hands together across distance, cultures and generations to invest in the 

growth God promises to bring. Let’s give generously today, believing in 
God’s future!  Thank you & God Bless You! 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
Fruit bringing God, Bless our offerings and pledges today, 

And bless the OGHS investments we commit to your work for the world you 
so love!  Amen. 

BENEDICTION:  from Rom. 8:38-39 

38  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[1] neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, 39  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

                                            [THAT INCLUDES THE CORONAVIRUS!!!!!!]                                                                                                                
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