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I heard about a wedding party which involved a GLARING mistake!                
A cake decorator was asked by the bride to write these words from 1 John 4:18 on 
the wedding cake:  “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out all fear.” 
These are nice words, but UNFORTUNATELY, the cake decorator didn’t know the 
Bible very well! 
 Instead of putting the words from 1 John 4:18 on the cake, the decorator 
wrote words from the Gospel of John:  John 4:18, to be precise!  We heard them a 
few moments ago.  THEY read like this:  “You have 5 husbands and the man you 
have now is not your husband!” 
 The bride and groom didn’t see the cake until their reception, just as they 
were getting ready to cut it!  I imagine that SOMEONE ended up with A LOT OF 
CAKE on their face! 
 Our gospel story finds Jesus and his disciples in Samaria.  Remember how 
the Jewish people felt about the Samaritans?  The Samaritans also worshipped 
Yahweh, God of Abraham and Sarah.  They worshipped God on an ancient 
mountain, rather than in Jerusalem, which the Jewish people held as holy. 
They were seen as UNCLEAN by the Jews! 
 For a truly religious Jew, to approach or talk to a Samaritan was 
UNTHINKABLE!  For a religious Jewish MAN to approach or talk to a woman in a 
public place, or indeed to talk to ANY WOMAN about deeply religious or 
theological issues was also UNTHINKABLE or TABOO. 
 Jesus and his disciples came to the Samaritan city called Sychal.  Jacob’s 
well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his trip, was sitting  by the well.  IT WAS 
ABOUT NOON.  Jesus’ disciples had gone into the city to buy some food. 
 A Samaritan woman came to draw some water from the well.  It was a bit 
unusual, her coming to the well at noon.  Most women came for water earlier 
when it as cooler.  But Jesus’ behavior toward this woman was even more  
UNUSUAL!  You could say UNTHINKABLE!  This woman had at least two strikes 
against her:  She was a SAMARITAN and she was a WOMAN.  Two strong cultural 
taboos.  Yet, Jesus asked HER for a DRINK! 
 You and I can watch and learn from the actions of Jesus.  Jesus defied racial, 
religious and gender stereotypes.  I believe that Jesus would defy many of our 
current stereotypes!  When Jesus asked this woman for a drink, even SHE was 
shocked!  “How is it that you, A JEW, ask a drink of me, A WOMAN OF SAMARIA?  



And yet, it is at this point that Jesus begins his longest recorded theological 
conversation….with this Samaritan woman! 
 When she says to Jesus, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet.  Our ancestors 
worshipped on this very mountain, but you say that that the place where people 
must worship in in Jerusalem…”  JESUS ANSWERS, “Woman, believe me, the hour 
is coming when you will worship God neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.” 

Jesus’ word WOMAN is significant here.  Because the particular form of the 
word he uses is a term of great endearment!  One commentator says that it is the 
equivalent of saying, “SPECIAL WOMAN.  Jesus used the same word for HIS 
mother at the wedding at Cana, AND when he was on the CROSS.  AMAZING!   A 
person with so many strikes against her: a woman, a Samaritan, and like all of us: 
A SINNER.  Jesus calls her a special woman and offers her the water of life!   

There is one more thing that Jesus does that SURPRISES:  Jesus and the 
woman get into quite a long discussion about WHERE is the best place to worship 
God:  The mountain or the temple.  Jesus finishes by saying, “…the hour is coming, 
and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship God in spirit & in truth, 
For God seeks such as these to worship.  God is SPIRIT, and those who worship 
God must worship in SPIRIT and TRUTH.” 
 Then the woman says to Jesus, “I know the Messiah is coming….When he 
comes, he will tell us ALL things.”  Then, Jesus does something DRAMATIC: 
HE SELF-DEFINES.  He says, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”  This 
Samaritan woman, a sinner, was the first person mentioned in the Christian 
Scriptures to whom Jesus revealed his identity as Messiah. 
 ALL IN ALL……QUITE A REMARKABLE STORY!  A Samaritan, a woman, a 
sinner, yet Jesus promised to HER the WATER OF LIFE, and shared with her a 
secret that he had shared with ON ONE ELSE:  He was the MESSIAH! 
 No wonder that so many people of that time HATED Jesus, and no wonder 
that we love him.  After all, we are Gentiles, some of us are women, and all of us 
are sinners….and God know, we have other strikes against us.  Just as Jesus 
offered the WATER OF LIFE….the power and love of God…. to this woman,  
JESUS OFFERS IT TO US! 
 AS I SAID, QUITE AN AMAZING STORY!  AND NOTICE HOW IT ENDS: 
The other disciples back from their shopping trip, come upon THIS scene.  Of 
course, they are astonished that Jesus, their Jesus, is speaking with this woman, 
But they say nothing about it.  The woman leaves her water jar and goes back to 
the city. 



 She then goes into her own village and tells others, “Come and see this 
man…..could this BE the Christ?”  So, the people from the village come out to the 
well also.  They beg Jesus and his followers (a band of JEWS, remember!) to stay 
with them.  A good number of the people in that village come to believe in Jesus, 
because of his words with this Samaritan woman! 
 And isn’t that what the GOOD NEWS, THE GOSPEL is all about?  It’s about  
people needing something in their lives, who ask for and receive God as shown 
through Jesus, and their lives are changed forever.  They become so excited about 
their experience that they JUST HAVE to share it somehow. 
  

HAVE YOU EVER HAD SUCH AN EXPERIENCE? 
      HOW ABOUT SHARING IT TODAY?! 
 
      AMEN. 


