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 Dear Church Family, 

 

 Lately, I have found many moments when faces and situations, 

 both sad and  joyous, from past churches suddenly pop up in my 

 memory and in my heart! 

 

 My body is feeling like a temple, a church! So many unique church experiences 

 and relationships are part of the wondrous gift of ministry from God. And now, 

 the times I share with YOU, First Congregational Church of Eagle River are  

 becoming a part of me. Thank you for sharing!  

 

 Ministry is a calling unlike any other! As I spend my days ministering with you as 

 church family, I am reflecting on my varied experiences. I have heard (and 

 attempted it at one church) that many churches call part-time pastors. I have      

 never figured out how to do that! Which parts of ministry do you NOT do? Which 

 visits, services, events, etc. do you decide NOT TO DO?  

 

 Thank God that I am your full-time pastor! I have office hours officially from 9—

 noon on Monday through Thursday. Although sometimes I may have an                                

 emergency or meeting in the morning. I am, of course, available at other times. 

 Just give me a call to set up an appointment - CELL: 309-502-9037. 

 

 I generally have lunch meetings, attend other meetings, make visits, run church 

 errands and more in the afternoon. There are times when I have church events or 

 meetings in the evening. When possible, Friday is when I observe the Sabbath 

 time, and Saturday is when I put finishing touches on Sunday Service and other 

 projects. 

 

I look forward to our times together! In Christ’s Spirit, 

Pastor Jane 



“Empowered by the Holy Spirit and with the help of God, we open our doors 
and hearts to all in service and love, as modeled by Jesus Christ.” 

 
(Mission Statement of First Congregational United Church of Christ, Eagle River, WI) 

News from your Church Council president … 
 

Happy March! 
Spring is just around the corner. The days are getting longer and the temperatures a bit warmer. I’m sure 
it will be awhile before winter releases its grasp, but the hints of the spring and summer to come are           
rejuvenating! 
 
Here’s a brief review of the latest Church Council news: 
 
SECURITY - We are awaiting information from Kozar Technologies regarding the cost of video cameras to 
be used to monitor exterior doors. The cost estimate will be used to help Council determine whether to 
proceed with installing the cameras. 
 
MISSIONS - Nancy Diepenbrock  will be kicking off the Soles4Souls collection on March 29th and conclud-
ing it in late April. We also may expand the campaign to the community, with collection boxes at a few 
choice locations in the community. Stay tuned. Also, the Council at its February meeting learned of the 10 
nominations for the church’s New Year of Giving Campaign and voted in favor of awarding each of them 
$100 in Maggie Ball Mission Funds. (See separate article in this edition of the Mouse.) Thanks to Trisha 
Moore for coordinating the campaign this year and to all those who submitted nominations.  
 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS - The crack in the sanctuary ceiling was inspected and patched last month.            
The damage was superficial ONLY and NOT structural. Great news! The leak at the south window also was 
repaired. Thanks to Bruce Kaitchuck for arranging for this work to be done and also for resolving an issue 
where water was leaking into the building during the late February warm-up. 
 
MOVING FORWARD - Bernie Hupperts has developed a Time and Talent survey that you’ll be seeing later 
this spring. The church needs all of us to help it grow, thrive and do God’s work. And everyone has a gift to 
share. The Time and Talent survey is one tool to help each of us think about what we can offer. 
 
ALSO - a big thank you to the Rev. Grant Van Lishout, for leading us in worship on Feb. 16 when Pastor 
Jane was on vacation. Pastor Grant is spiritual director and program and retreat facilitator at Marywood 
Franciscan Spirituality Center in Arbor Vitae. It was a pleasure to have him with us. 
 
I hope to see you at our Lenten suppers and worship services on March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1. We’ll 
share a soup supper at 5 p.m. followed by a short service at 6 p.m. My thanks to Marlyn Hupperts for            
coordinating the soup suppers and to all those who volunteered to host one or provide soup. 
 
Similarly, I hope you’ll join us for our Unity Sunday brunch on March 29. We had a wonderful time at  
February’s brunch, chatting, catching up with fellow members, and getting to know each other better. 
Plus, the food was wonderful! 
 
Barbara Helmick, Church Council President 
 
 



NO Choir in March 

MARCH SCRIPTURE READINGS 
March 1, First Sunday in Lent             
 Genesis 2:15-17      Psalm 32     Romans 5:12-19      Matthew 4:1-11 
March 8, Second Sunday in Lent 
 Genesis 12:1-4a      Psalm 121   Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 John 3:1-17 or Matthew 17:1-9 
March 15, Third Sunday in Lent 
 Exodus 17:1-7          Psalm 95     Romans 5:1-11        John 4:5-42 
March 22, Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 1 Samuel 16:1-13    Psalm 23     Ephesians 5:8-14     John 9:1-41 
March 29, Fifth Sunday In Lent 
 Ezekiel 37:1-14        Psalm 130   Romans 8:6-11         John 11:1-45 

Wednesday Evenings in Lent! 
 

Join with our church family for a simple but yummy soup supper at 5 p.m.,    
followed by a simple reflective service at 6 p.m. Our services will explore more 

deeply those who surrounded Jesus during his last weeks of earthly life!  
Come to learn, to share, to reflect…. 

 
March 4th: “The Woman Who Anointed Jesus”  March 25th:  “Mary Magdalene: Called to Proclaim”       
March 11th:  “Jesus and Simon”   April 1st:   “Call Me JUDAS Betrayer” 
March 18th:  “Martha: The Guest of My Life” 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING                                                                                                    
SPECIAL OFFERINGS    HUNGER * DISASTER * DEVELOPMENT 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special mission offering of the United Church of Christ involves 
you in disaster, refugee/immigration, and development ministries throughout the world. When a 

disaster strikes or people are displaced or made refugees by violence or extreme poverty, you are part of the 
immediate response and of the long-term recovery. 
Through OGHS you engage in holistic development programs including health care, education, agriculture, food 
sustainability, micro-financing and women’s empowerment. Because the UCC relates in mutual partnership to 
churches and organizations through Global Ministries and worldwide response and recovery networks, your 
contributions to OGHS put you in the right place at the right time for the relief, accompaniment and recovery of 
the most vulnerable. You meet immediate needs and you address the underlying causes that create those 
needs is the first place. 

Offering dedication date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 
(We will receive OGHS offerings in the weeks before as well.)  

Be sure to put our Movie Night: “WHERE HOPE GROWS” on your calendar (Tuesday, March 24th)! 
Join us for pizza and drinks from 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. CHILDCARE AND MOVIE AVAILABLE!! 

 
A baseball player whose professional career was cut short due to his personal problems is suddenly 
awakened and invigorated by a young man with Down Syndrome who works at the local grocery 
store. “Where Hope Grows” is a story of finding redemption through faith, hope and love. 



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  met Tuesday, February 11th at 9 a.m., called to 

order by Linda Sanborn with nine present and a devotion by Sharon Breit. 
Three boxes of greeting card fronts were sent to St. Jude’s Ranch for Children 
in January, postage paid by Women’s Fellowship. 
Money donations to Warm the Children and FORK (Feed Our Rural Kids) were approved. Lenten      
soup suppers were on the agenda with all Wednesday evening dates filled. Each coordinator will be 
responsible for providing bread, crackers and milk for the suppers. 
Plans for the Spring Luncheon were discussed with a suggestion from Mary Lou Congdon that sound-
ed delicious; more plans will be made at the March meeting. 
After the meeting some stayed to clean the storage closet. Unused material was taken to the thrift 
store. 
Toiletry bags will be filled in April —— please see needed items listed below.  
 
Myrna Wright will coordinate the MARCH 10th  meeting with Sharon Breit providing the devotion. 
    Please join us at the next meeting!     

THE WAY  “I am the way…..”  
John 14:6 

 

We have received 71 pledges totaling $150,582.00 
toward our 2020 pledged goal of $160,000. 

YOUR pledges are VERY IMPORTANT and MUCH 
NEEDED FOR 2020. 

Misplaced your pledge card? We have more! 
 

SPRING 
begins 
March 
19th 

Women’s Fellowship is asking for donations to fill 24 TOILETRY BAGS for Lily’s House/Tri-County                       
Domestic Abuse Center in Rhinelander. Suggested items: 
 Nail clippers, nail files Toothbrushes  Toothpaste Combs   
 Small note pads  Pens/pencils  Razors  Deodorant Socks 
 
An ample supply of soaps, shampoos and conditioners has been donated by Sharon Breit’s sister. 
 

Donations can be dropped off in the church office at any time prior to April 14th                                            
when the bags will be filled. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 
SUNDAY, MARCH 8TH. 

 
Set your clocks AHEAD one hour before 

you retire Saturday night. 
(And you’ll be right on time for church 

Sunday morning!) 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 IT’S TIME!  LET THE SHOE DRIVE BEGIN!! 
 
 

Our SOLES4SOULS Shoe Drive will be starting on March 29th and run through April 26th. 
 

Many of you are already familiar with this effort, but for those of you who aren’t, Soles4Souls is a                            
not-for-profit organization that is committed to fighting the devastating impact of poverty. The                             
organization advances its mission by collecting new and used shoes from individuals, schools,                               
churches, civic organizations and corporate partners. They then distribute these shoes either by direct 
donation to people in need worldwide, or by provisioning qualified micro enterprise programs,                              
designed to create jobs in poor and disadvantaged communities. Soles4Souls is based in Nashville,          
Tennessee, and boasts the highest rating possible with Charity Navigator, 4 out of 4 stars. 
 
Our church partnered with Soles in 2017 and again 2018, sending over 1,000 pairs of shoes to be                         
re-purposed. We took 2019 “off” as many contributors suggested their closets were pretty cleaned out. 
But now it’s time to get going again!!! So please start some spring cleaning in YOUR closet, and help 
make this mission a success. Gently used shoes or new shoes are welcome. Any size, from kids to adults, 
and any style from boots to tennies. 
 
A collection container will be placed outside the parlor and your donation can be dropped off any time 
the church is open, or on a Sunday morning. It would be a huge help if you could rubber band your pairs 
of shoes together (big rubber bands available for your taking provided next to the collection bin) but this 
isn’t mandatory. 
 
I need sturdy shipping boxes!  A box size in the range of 24” long, 18” wide and 12” high is ideal. If you 
order any pet supplies from CHEWY, these boxes are perfect! Could you save them for me? I’ll be happy 
to make arrangements to get them. 
 
New this year: I am hoping to expand the shoe drive to include our community, so pass the word to your 
neighbors and friends! I will be seeking permission for a few drop-off locations in town, and looking for a 
few willing volunteers to help me with regular pick ups. If you could lend a hand (foot?) to assist with 
this effort, I’d love to hear from you! 
 
You’ll be learning more about the shoe drive in the coming weeks, but I wanted to get the news out to 
you as soon as possible so you can start collecting! The simple truth is that almost anyone with a closet 
has shoes they don’t wear or that will end up in a landfill. Please donate them, and know you are help-
ing to wear out poverty one step at a time!!! We CAN make a difference. 
 
Nancy DIepenbrock 

For: 
Flood victims 
The people, animals, and land of Australia suffering from the                         
 effects of the wild fires 
Our government, that it may be united in serving the people of                                     
 this country  



 Our church IS accessible to ALL! 
Wheelchair accessibility    Handicap parking area     Ramp accessibility to altar 
Handicap restrooms for both  men and  women 
A unisex handicap restroom in the lower level of the building                                                                

To Our Church Family, 
 

It’s always springtime in the heart that 
loves God. 

If you know of someone who would benefit 
from a call, visit, or card, please let the pastor 

know. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
March 7 Ned Loar 
March 9 Dawn Parker 
March 10 Jerry Stadler 
March 14 Phyllis Zoppetti 
March 15 Gwen Scharf 
March 17 Meg George 
March 20 Becky Deditz  
  Linda Jorgensen 
  Bob Mather 
March 21 Noah Miller 
March 22 Cindy Schattner 
March 24 Larry Wright 
March 25 Arlene Turk 
March 28 Marcia Rondello 
March 29 Bill Brown 
March 29 Joan Temme 
April 5  David Holperin  
  Gene Yahr 
April 7  Jeff Collins 
April 8  Connie Hill 
April 9  Matthew Kaitchuck 
April 10 Abby Thompson 

Activity bags for small children 
are  available in the entry/coat 

area. 
Enjoy the worship service with 

your family!    

Do you or someone in your family 
have a birthday in March/early April 

that isn’t listed? Call the church office 
and we’ll add you to our list.  

You don’t have to reveal your birth 
year. Thank you! 

“UNITY SUNDAY” 
March 29th with brunch. 

Sympathy to the family of 
ELAINE STORZER 

March 31, 1926 - February 2, 2020 
 

A celebration of her life was held in our 
sanctuary February 7, 2020. 

 
Elaine joined our church in April of 1986 and attended 

the 10:00 service every Sunday as long as she was able. 
……………………… 

 
We remember ELIZABETH “Betsy” SIMMS, 

who with Patricia Vine, were Associate            
Members since 2004  while spending their 

summers in the north and enjoying every minute of their 
well-traveled lives. 

 
“Betsy” passed away on February 10th at the age of 95. 

She had been in a care center in Alton IL since Pat’s 
death in 2015. 



Nights at the Reading Round Table    UCC Book Group 
DATE to be determined! 

 
“Leadership in Turbulent Times” by Doris Kearns Goodwin 

 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Goodwin offers an illuminating exploration of the early development, 
growth and exercise of leadership. Are leaders born or made? Where does ambition come from? 
How does adversity affect the growth of leadership? Does the leader make the times or do the times 
make the leader? 
In Leadership, Goodwin draws upon the four presidents she has studied most closely — Abraham  
Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Lyndon B. Johnson — to show how they           
recognized leadership qualities within themselves and were recognized as leaders by others. By look-
ing back to their first entries into public life, we encounter them at a time when their paths were 
filled with confusion, fear, and hope.  Leadership tells the story of how they all collided with dramatic 
reversals that disrupted their lives and threatened to shatter forever their ambitions. Nonetheless, 
they all emerged fitted to confront the contours and dilemmas of their times. No common pattern 
describes the trajectory of leadership. Although set apart in background, abilities and temperament, 
these men shared a fierce ambition and a deep-seated resilience that enabled them to surmount            
uncommon hardships. At their best, all four were guided by a sense of moral purpose. 

“Thank you, once again, for the generous Kranz scholarship. I am entering my third year, 
fall semester at Notre Dame and this scholarship is pivotal for my continued enrollment.” 
Audrey M. Lindemann 
 

“Dear First Congregational UCC Scholarship Committee. I am writing this letter to update you all on my first 
fabulous semester at Montana State! It has been the time of my life so far! I’m officially in love with the              
Bozeman area! Exploring Yellowstone and Bridger Bowls back countries as well as back country touring (skiing) 
have been the highlights of my semester, taking up much of my time outside of the classroom! My classes are 
also living up to my expectations by a mile! I am really starting to discover my capabilities of making a differ-
ence and finding my true self in such a beautiful place! I have been reading a lot of Edward Abbey and filming 
short documentaries about how easy it is to call your representative in office, being featured by companies 
like Protect Our Winter! Hope all is well. Happy New Year!” Noah Miller (2019 Kranz recipient) 
 
“Thank you so much again for this opportunity and financial help for the first semester of my college experi-
ence. I cannot express to you enough how much it has helped me not only save money but continue to be                
motivated to do well in my classes.” Sheamus Roelle (2019 Kranz recipient) 

Don’t look dismal during Lent 
As we March through Lent, pay attention to the Wind (the Bible word for Wind is 
Spirit) which comes in like a lion (the Gospel of Jesus Christ) and goes out like a lamb 
(the Lamb of God). 
 

Many Christians spend the 6 weeks before Easter observing Lent. Too few celebrate it. Many         
observe Lent by looking dismal. Dismal is not what Lent is all about. Lent is short for lengthen, an  
Old English word that reminds us that the days are getting longer, and the spring is coming. Lent is 
meant to remind us that the days are getting longer — indeed, stretching to eternity — and that           
the King is coming. This is Lent. Celebrate it with your family and friends. Celebrate it through your                    
actions and words. Serve it for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Serve it with a smile. 
Face the Wind. You will soon discover it’s a breeze! 
 



                                                                        
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION REPORT 

By Sharon R. Breit, Christian Education Director 
 

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY! May your troubles be less and your                    
blessings be more and nothing but happiness comes through your door. 

 
Faith Formation Kid’s Club: We have a new member in class. His name is Grayson Mehlhoff, the son of 
Amy Mehlhoff. This month our lesson plans will be based on the liturgical scriptures. We will be following 
the footprints of Jesus up to and including Holy Week. Our “Learning Tree” is filling up with decorations 
made each week based on these lessons. Stop by sometime to see our room in the lower level. 
 
The kids will be setting the tables for the soup suppers during the Lenten season; they always look                  
forward to this. 
 
Bible Study:  “Book of Acts” is concluding and a new one will begin on March 11th called “Who Am I?”             
It follows Jesus’ life path as he explains his purpose to his disciples. 
 
DID YOU KNOW? We call this season “LENT” because it is the Old English word for “Spring”  —- the time 
of year we celebrate the Lenten Season. Most other languages refer to this time as “Quadragesima” or 
some derivative of the Latin word that means “40 days.” 

IDEAS, IDEAS, IDEAS! Following is the latest from the IDEAS BOX (as of the February Council meeting) in 
the back of the church sanctuary. Thank you to those who have submitted ideas. 
 
Might you consider listing in the Sunday bulletin the names of those for whom we should pray? It 
would serve as a reminder for the congregation. The names should still be spoken aloud, and Pastor 
Jane could ask for additional names as she has been. 
 
Overhead screens: Font colors for scripture was very faint today (1/26/2020). Hard to see. White or  
yellow on dark background is much easier to see. Best! If on a light background, please do color with 
black. 
 
A lot of snowbirds are gone Jan.-April. Why not have one service at 9 a.m.? 
 
Cannot hear children and Pastor Jane at children’s message. 
 
Too many scripture readings and too long. 

There’s still time to purchase brilliant spring daffodils and support Relay! 
> On sale until March 11th 
>  Pre order, one bunch of 10 for $10 
>  Arrive as cut flowers, many in buds soon to bloom! 
>  Prepare to be showered with beams of dazzling, fresh, bright, sunny loveliness! 
>  Last about 2 weeks            Just what we all need at this time of year! 
>  Bundles will be ready for pick-up/delivery on THURSDAY, MARCH 19th. 
 Get your vases ready!    Thank you! 

Ordering options: email joyfaithchapinturpin@gmail.com     Call the church office: 715-479-8501 or                                       
add your name to the order sheet in the church office. 



All coins received in the offering plates are put into the 
Local Missions/Melody of Compassion Fund and are 

greatly appreciated. Keep the “melody” ringing! 

March Scripture Readers  
 

  7:30  10:00   
March 1 Joy Turpin Donna DePape 
 
March 8 Chuck Kemp Marty Rosenthal 
 
March 15   Deb Stolze 
 
March 22   Iland Shepherdson 
 

March 29 Unity Sunday 
   

Thank you for wearing your name tag and for signing the pew pad  
during Sunday worship. 

JOIN US FOR COFFEE IN THE CHURCH PARLOR EVERY SUNDAY! 
We use biodegradable paper cups! 

ACOLYTES ARE NEEDED! 

March Announcements 
 

       7:30  10:00   
March 1   Marty Rosenthal 
 
March 8  Paula Hendrickson    
 
March 15   Deb Stolze 
 
March 22      

                 
March 29 Unity Sunday  

SUNDAY BAKERS 
Date  7:30    10:00    
March 1 Linda Brainard  Sharon Adler 
      Jo Langley 
 
March 8 Dawn Guzman  Kelli Burrill 
      Jane Shadick 
 
March 15 Shirley Thompson  Brenda McNutt 
      Linda Cole 
 
March 22 Sally Kemp   Amy Florence 
      Trisha Moore                      
March 29  “Unity Sunday” with single service at 9 a.m. 
   and brunch in Fellowship Hall  



                                                     
NATH TOP TEN MOST NEEDED ITEMS       

 
1.   Finger nail clippers   6. Ballpoint pens, black and blue    
2.   Toe nail clippers    7. Kitchen utensils 
3.   Black Sharpies    8. 30 gallon garbage bags                                                                           
4. Extension cords    9. 13 gallon garbage bags 
5. AA batteries    10. Powdered coffee creamer 

2020 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE 
NOW ON OUR WEB SITE  www.eagleriverucc.org 

 
GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP: open to graduating seniors of the Class of 2020 in the 
Phelps, Northland Pines and Three Lakes School Districts. 
 

JINNY PATERSON ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOLARSHIP: open to graduating seniors of the Class of 2020 in the Phelps, 
Northland Pines and Three Lakes School Districts who are planning a career related to environment. 
 
ROGER RIECKMAN ENGINEERING, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP: open to graduating seniors of the 
Class of 2020 from the Northland Pines School District. 
 
BIRD’S NEST SCHOLARSHIP: open to all students from the Northland Pines, Phelps and Three Lakes School Dis-
tricts who will be enrolled in a college, vocational school, or another institution of higher education in the fall of 
2020. Home schooled students also qualify. 
 
KRANZ SCHOLARSHIP: Applicants must be either graduating seniors from a VILAS COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL,             
residents of VILAS COUNTY, or demonstrate a compelling connection to VILAS COUNTY. 
 
ZIPPERER SCHOLARSHIP: open to MEMBERS of First Congregational United Church of Christ, Eagle   River, who 
will be enrolled in a college/vocational school or any other institution of higher education in the fall of 2020.         
Students may re-apply each school year. 
 

DEADLINE FOR ALL APPLICATIONS: THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2020 
Mail applications to: First Congregational UCC                                                                                                                    

PO Box 1385 
                    Eagle River, Wi 54521         Email: office@eagleriverucc.org  

Nominations for A New Year of Giving 2020 in January were selected by the Church Council in                      
February with the following each receiving $100 from the Maggie Ball Mission Fund: 
• Caritas of Eagle River (providing help with food, utilities, etc.) 

• Bible Foundation (distributing bibles throughout the world) 
• Chick A Dee Farms (providing opportunities for people with special needs) 

• Kalmar Senior Center (hoping to rebuild the senior center after a roof collapse last winter) 
• Okoa Toto, Inc. Children’s Home in Kenya (providing a safe environment for children) 

• Salvation Army (giving hope to the homeless, the hungry, the addicted) 
• Vacationland Voices (Ecumenical Community Chorus who pay for their own music) 

• Wild Instincts Rehab (providing wildlife rehabilitation) 
• FORK  - Feed Our Rural Kids ( providing nutritional support to school kids in the NP school district) 

• UCC Local Missions (providing gas vouchers) 
Thanks to all who made nominations. 



 

 

 

Gathering of the FLOCK:  
THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 6 p.m. 

 
At the home of Linda Brainard with                                           

light supper provided. 
RSVP: 715-891-3548 

Email: lsbpiano@msn.com  

YOUR SERVICE, PLEASE! 
Just what are those “sign-ups” all about? Here are their descriptions! 

 
1. You may sign up to make these Sunday ANNOUNCEMENTS. We now have script for you to follow 

so you don’t have to worry about getting tongue-tied. Also, the script and Sunday’s bulletin will be 
emailed to you prior to the service so you have a reminder that your date is arriving and the                       
resources to help you prepare. 

 
2. You may sign up to help with parlor clean up and on the first Sunday of the month, with commun-

ion clean up: both after the 10:00 service and after the Unity Sunday service if there is no brunch. 
Communion clean up involves cleaning up and putting away the communion trays and juice pitch-
ers, and disposing of any leftover sacraments. Parlor clean up involves refrigerating any left over 
food items, taking the coffee and hot water decanters downstairs and rinsing them out, wiping 
down the parlor table and vacuuming the carpet. Then making sure the office door and side doors 
are locked when you leave. 

 
3. You may sign up to help with USHERING. This involves greeting and handing out church bulletins 

to those entering the sanctuary, helping to collect the offering during the offertory, helping to          
distribute the sacraments on communion days, and placing the offering into the office safe after 
service. 

 
4. You may sign up to RUN THE PROJECTOR. This involves plugging in the cords, turning on the           

projector, lowering the screen, logging into the laptop computer, opening Sunday’s Power Point 
and pressing the next key to project the slides that accompany the order of service. There is a 
manual in the top drawer of the desk in the back which clearly outlines each of these steps. 

 
5. You may sign up to read the SCRIPTURES during the service. The week prior to your scheduled 

Sunday you will be emailed the scripture passages and any directions related to that segment. 
 
All of these sign up sheets are on the counter in the back of the sanctuary on Sunday (and in the 
church office during the week) waiting patiently for signatures in any or all of those categories! Check 
out the dates of need and sign in those spots. 
 
*Special thanks to those who already give in service by volunteering to help in these very important 
aspects of our church experience. 

 



Health News — March 2020 
 
CORONAVIRUS — not much is known about this new virus yet. Public health groups, WHO 
(World Health Organization) and CDC (Center for Disease Control) are monitoring and 
posting updates on their websites. 
Symptoms may appear 2 to 14 days after exposure and can include fever, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty 
in breathing. The severity can range from very mild to severe. 
When to see a doctor: Contact your doctor right away if you have symptoms of infection with the new corona-
virus and you’ve possibly been exposed to the virus. Tell your doctor if you’ve recently traveled internationally. 
Causes: It’s unclear exactly how contagious the new coronavirus is or how it spreads. It appears to be spreading 
from person to person among those in close contact and may be spread by respiratory droplets released when 
someone with the virus coughs or sneezes. It’s not known if a person can catch the virus by touching a surface 
that an infected person has touched, and then putting his or her hand to the mouth. 
Risk factors include recent travel from or residence in China and close contact with someone who has the new 
coronavirus —- such as when a family member or health care worker takes care of an infected person. People 
who are older or who have other existing medical conditions, such as diabetes and heart disease may be at    
higher risk of becoming seriously ill with the new coronavirus. There is still much unknown about the virus and 
the CDC and WHO continue to investigate. 
Prevention: Although there is no vaccine available to prevent infection with the new coronavirus, you can take 
steps to reduce your risk of infection. WHO and CDC recommend following the standard precautions for avoiding 
respiratory viruses: 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water, or use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer 

• Cover your mouth and nose with your elbow or tissue when you cough or sneeze 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth if your hands aren’t clean 

• Avoid close contact with anyone who is sick 

• Avoid sharing dishes, glasses, bedding and other household items if you’re sick 

• Clean and disinfect surfaces you often touch 

• Stay home from work, school and public areas if you’re sick 
WHO also recommends that you: 

• Contact your doctor if you have a fever, cough and difficulty breathing, and tell him or her about any recent 
travels. 

• Avoid eating raw or undercooked meat or animal organs. 

• Avoid contact with live animals and surfaces they may have touched if you’re visiting live markets in areas 
that have recently had new coronavirus cases. 

 
—Mayo Clinic Health Information — 

Order a yellow mum plant to beautify the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 12th. 
Orders are due APRIL 1st. 

 
NAME       Phone     
 
I am ordering ____ mum plant (s) at $15.00  each. Total due _____ 
 

In honor of              
 
In memory of             
 

Orders with payment are due Wednesday, April 1st. 
Thank you! 



Nicolet Fitness Classes …... Fellowship Hall           
Easy Pace Aerobics (Mondays & Wednesdays)  9 - 10 a.m. 

Spring session begins Monday, March 2nd 

Qigong (chee gung) Mondays & Wednesdays 10:15 - 11:15 a.m. 
Spring session begins Monday, March 2nd. 

To register: 715-365-4493 or 1-800-544-3039  ext. 4493 

“Rock-a-bye Retreat” 
is located in the hallway across from the 
conference room and  designated to give 

parents with infants and very young   
children a quiet “retreat” to tend to their 

needs. There are diapers and wipes available; changing 
tables are in the nearby rest rooms. 

 YOGA IN                                  

FELLOWSHIP HALL! 
EVERY WEDNESDAY: 

11:30 - 1:00 p.m. 

Greeting card collections are on-going —-                                
ONLY the fronts of the cards …   

birthday, anniversary, Christmas cards, thinking of 
you, Halloween, 

whatever you have. Bring them to the church  office 
—- we check them over, box them up and send them 
to St. Jude’s Ranch for Children in Nevada where the 
cards are recycled to become NEW cards that help 

support their missions.                     Thank you! 

PARLOR BOOKS 
Hard cover - $2      Paperback -  $1 

We have children’s books! Hard cover: $1  Paperback: 50 cents 
Clean out your book shelves and bring them in to fill our shelves! 

BOOKS For EVERYONE! 
Take a walk down to Fellowship Hall and you’ll see three full book shelves 
on the left as you enter. These books were once in the parlor and were 
pulled as non-sellers after a time, taken downstairs to spend forever in 

what was once the “rummage sale room.”   
 With so many groups using Fellowship Hall, sharing the books seems like a good idea., leading to this: 
“You are encouraged to take a book —- or many —- and leave a donation ———” 

(Donations help support our Local Missions Fund) 

Keep  cell phones coming in as well as hearing aids! 
 

The boxes are located on the small table in the parlor. 
Thank you!!! 



First Congregational United Church of Christ has 
been serving Eagle River and surrounding com-
munities since 1887. This church is made up of 
people committed to sharing the love of God. 

We are diverse in our religious backgrounds and 
spiritual  development. We are a growing con-
gregation that is excited about involving new 

people. 
If you would like more information about First 
Church, please call us at 715-479-8501 or visit 

our home page…..www.eagleriverucc.org 
 

Pastor’s office hours:  
 9 - noon  
 Monday - Thursday 
 pastorjane@eagleriverucc.org 

  715-479-8501 

Nan’s office hours: 
 
Monday - Thursday, 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Friday: CLOSED ALL DAY 
Email: office@eagleriverucc.org  

    

CANCELLATION POLICY    Ever so often the weather alters our plans for a church event. Cancelation notices will 
be sent out via email to the congregation. If you know of someone who does NOT have email, please notify them. 
 During church office hours, the secretary will have the information.                                                            
 Church website: www.eagleriverucc.org         

 Facebook: First Congregational United Church of Christ-Eagle River, WI 

Sharon Breit’s office hours during school 
year 
 Wednesday: 1:00—5:30 
 Thursday: 10 - 2 p.m. 
Email: youthministry@eagleriverucc.org  

Church-wide Email Notifications 
Emails to the congregation will be sent out on a regular basis by 

Amy Mehlhoff. If you are NOT receiving them and would like to be 
on the email list, please email her at  amy@eagleriverucc.org  

Our website: 

www.eagleriverucc.org 
Check it out! 

Amy Mehlhoff’s office hours 
 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
 Monday - Thursday 
Email: amy@eagleriverucc.org  



 First Congregational UCC Contact People - 2019 
 Rev. Jane Courtright   Church: 715-479-8501     Cell phone: 309-502-9037                              

    Church emails: Nan - office@eagleriverucc.org    
 HOME PAGE - www.eagleriverucc.org 

     Office Mgr. - Nan Pophal, 715-479-9882 
Assistant Office Manager - Amy Mehlhoff, 801-425-5214 

Clerk - Marilyn Preisler, 715-479-4331 
Director of Christian Education: Sharon Breit, 715-477-2163   youth ministry@eagleriverucc.org  

CHURCH COUNCIL 
President: Barbara Helmick   920-412-4782 
Vice President:    Mark Johannsen 920-475-7576  

Carlton Schroeder: 715-272-1837   Molly Jaeger: 715-479-4505     Bernie Hupperts:  715-479-9468 
Trisha Moore:  715-617-1102 Shirley Thompson:  715-479-8753 

   Pastor Parish Relations Committee -  Donna DePape, 715-617-1710              
    Women’s Fellowship - Linda Sanborn, 715-479-8091 

Sanctuary Arts Group (SAG) - Mickey Jensen, 715-479-7504 
Performing Arts Music - Bernie Hupperts, 715-479-9468 
 Director of Music - Lori Hunter, 715-493-8078 

   Organists/pianists - Linda Brainard, 715-479-5043; Lori Hunter, 715-493-8078,      
      Norma Yaeger, 715-477-1984 
  

Flower Calendar (to reserve a Sunday) 
Pick your Sunday and put your name on the Flower Calendar that is in the hall next to the elevator. If you want     
Nan to order flowers, put “order” after your name. She will order them from Horant’s and the cost is $30; you are 
welcome to take them home after the service. Your name will be in the bulletin and the name of the person or  
event your are celebrating if you let her know. 
You may also bring flowers from another source and place them on the flower stand next to the  piano, put your 
name on the calendar and let Nan know if you want additional information in the bulletin. Weather permitting,     
you are also welcome to bring garden flowers, or even an arrangement of wild flowers. Put your name on the flower 
calendar and let Nan know if there’s a special person or event involved. What better way to honor anyone or any-
thing than to share flowers with your church family on Sunday. 

       March openings: 1st, 15th and 22nd 
 
February Sponsors: 
February 2: Gene and Jan Yahr in honor of their 62nd anniversary. 
         Linda Cole in honor of Leta’s 15th birthday. 
February 9: Tobi Johannsen in honor of husband Mark’s birthday. 
February 16: Ursula Charaf in honor of husband William’s birthday 
February 23: Marilyn Preisler 
 

Very important!   Please …. 
Keep the church office informed with 

your address changes as you leave for the 
winter months. 

This also applies to email addresses and phone 
numbers as they are changed at any time. 



Old St. Patrick’s Day blessing: 
 “May leprechauns strew happiness wherever you walk   
  each day, 
  And Irish angels smile on you all along the way.” 

 

2020 


