
January 12, 2020 “Who Are You? Who, Who, Who, Who!  Rev. Jane Courtright 

    Matthew 3:13-17 

Today is the first Sunday following January 6, which was Epiphany Sunday! Today 

churches around the world observe something called “The Baptism of Jesus 

Sunday.”  

In the book “God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater” by Kurt Vonnegut, the main 

character, Mr. Elliot Rosewater, agrees to baptize Mary Moody’s twins ---- 

because no one else will do it! Elliot protested, saying that he sure wasn’t 

qualified to perform such a religious act! But Mary insists. Someone asked him 

just what he was planning to do or say during the baptism. 

Elliot answered, “Oh, I don’t know. Go over to her shack, I guess! Sprinkle some 

water on the babies and say, ‘Hello babies. Welcome to the earth. It’s hot in the 

summer and cold in the winter. It’s round and wet and crowded. At the outside, 

babies, you’ve got about 100 years here. There’s only one rule I know, babies; you 

got to be kind!’” 

Now, for most of us, the earth is not brand new. We know it quite well. And 

though we may (God willing) have many more years on this earth, very few of us 

have 100 more! Still I would agree with Elliot Rosewater’s one rule: You got to be 

kind! After all, the prophet Micah said words much the same, asking: 

“With what shall I come before God?                                                                                                    

God has told you, O mortal, what is good;                                                                                                     

and what does God require of you,                                                                                                                        

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 

Baptism: a sacrament of faith which celebrates God’s gifts of miraculous life 

through the wonder of water and word! As I shared with the children this 

morning, Baptism is the sacrament of belonging: You are loved. You are accepted. 

You are God’s child. Baptism is the work of the Holy Spirit! 

Baptism is a mystery we participate in even when we don’t understand ---because 

it’s a ritual! You see, rituals are more concerned with faith than fact, with 



relationship than reason, more with love than law, more with wonder and 

imagination! 

Still, baptism would be just a notion without the real symbols of water and word. 

With water and word, it’s the experience that matters, then the story of that 

experience! Baptism is NOT something grounded in logic! For everyone here, 

baptized or not, I have a story to share with you --- the story of someone who was 

baptized as an adult who says, 

“There’s a generation of people in our churches, in all our churches that never left 

the church, but left the church. Oh, you’re here every week; you hold down a pew, 

but sometimes you’re not even listening to the preacher. But as an adult, I made 

an important decision --- to be baptized! 

It had been a long time since I’d even prayed. It had been a long time since I read 

the Bible. But, I figured, it’s never too late --- it’s only too late when you give up on 

yourself! What I wanted to say was, ‘God, I know I’ve made mistakes. But I know 

that you forgive me. I know you’ll take my life and make it worth something.’ 

I didn’t tell all my friends I was getting baptized. I wanted it to be a surprise. I’d 

been praying about it. When I woke that Sunday morning, I just felt that God was 

saying, ‘I can see in your heart that you’re good --- this is me giving you a clean 

start. It won’t be the end of your mistakes, but I’m here, and I always will be here!’ 

Having that feeling that you have a God who’s always going to be there for you 

and always going to care for you and who loves you ….. that’s a good feeling! 

Now, when you join my church, there are things about God, Jesus and other 

people that we generally agree on. People joining the church or being baptized 

don’t’ have to memorize these things or make a speech, but we do read an 

Affirmation of Faith with the congregation. 

Then I step forward to be baptized. I was amongst the church family and also in 

front of them. They could see me. It’s like a little journey. I thought about a lot of 

things. My children, my family. The choices I’ve made. How I’m seen as a person. 

Who I come off as, and who I want to come off as. I was waiting to be baptized 



with water, just looking and thinking. There was a moment when I was like, ‘God, I 

don’t know what the next step for me is. I’m not perfect, but if you’ll have me, I’m 

coming back to you.’ 

Being touched with the holy water was very peaceful. When you read the Bible, 

you hear about Jesus and being baptized in the River Jordan. You can just imagine 

how that water must have felt. It still feels great! 

I’ve got people who supported me at the church standing up, and they sang, and 

there was music. The pastor had a big smile. It’s almost like going to a concert and 

being the featured guest. It was quick. Maybe all of a few seconds, but it felt like 

forever. That experience was one of the best I’ve been through. I felt happy --- a 

real sense of the word happy. It’s not something you can buy. It’s not something 

you can give to somebody else. Only God can give you that kind of peace and 

that’s what real joy is!” 

There’s a real testimony about what happens when mystery invades the water 

and the word. God passionately yearns and waits for us. To be a child of God 

means we aren’t alone. It means we are loved and made in the image of God. 

It also means we have sister and brothers to love and care for! It means we have 

the gift of God’s unconditional love. It means you are loved. You are accepted. 

You are God’s child. 

If you’ve been baptized, as a baby, a youth, or an adult, you have all that it means. 

So remember your own baptism today. Because if you’ve experienced such love, 

you can live in the power of that memory. When you have been loved, and in turn 

have loved, WHAT ELSE REALLY MATTERS?! 

Amen. 

 


