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In today’s Gospel reading, 

 the disciples are once again acting more like DUH-ciples! 

So they say to Jesus, “Give us even more faith!’ 

To which he replies, “AAAAAHHHHHHHHH!!” 

If you HAD the faith of a mustard seed, 

 you could say to this mulberry tree (with ginormous roots): 

“Dig yourself up by the roots & plant yourself in the ocean, 

 AND THAT TREE WOULD DO IT!” 

 

I read about a small congregation in the Smokey Mountains 

 who built a new church on a piece of land 

 that had been willed to them by a church member. 

Ten days before the church was to have the dedication service, 

 the local building inspector told the pastor   

  that the church parking lot wasn’t large enough 

   for the size of the building! 

 

And unless the church doubled the size of the lot, 

 they wouldn’t be allowed to use the building! 

(unfortunately, the church had used every inch of the land…. 

 except for a mountain behind the building.) 

 

 



Seemed like the only way to make the parking lot bigger 

 was to move the mountain! 

The pastor was up to the challenge and announced a meeting 

 for any members who had ‘mountain-moving’ faith. 

They would pray for God to somehow move that mountain 

 and oh, also give them enough $$ to pave the parking lot 

  before the dedication service the next Sunday! 

 

24 of the congregation’s 250 members 

 showed up for the prayer service 

 ……they prayed for almost 3 hours. 

Finally, the pastor said the final amen and announced, 

 “We’ll open next Sunday on Schedule. 

   God has never let us down before!” 

, 

The next day, as the pastor worked in his study 

 there was a knock on the door. 

Someone who looked like a construction worker came in, 

 took off his hard hat, and said, “Excuse me, Reverend, 

  I’m from the Acme Construction Company. 

We’re building a shopping mall nearby and we need fill dirt. 

 

 

 



Would you be willing to sell us  

 a big chunk of that mountain behind the church? 

We’re willing to pay you for the dirt 

 & pave the area free of charge 

if we can  have it as soon as possible. 

We can’t do anything else on the mall 

 until we get dirt in and let it settle.” 

 

That little church WAS dedicated on time, 

 and there were far more members 

  with ‘mountain moving’ faith 

in attendance at that dedication service 

 than there had been at the prayer service! 

 

Reminds me of the time 

 when I was pastor of another small church. 

I and many of my colleagues in the area discussed the fact 

 that there were no men’s groups in our churches. 

It seemed that no matter what WE did, nothing worked! 

We, of little faith, (we) 

 sort of put the matter on our back burners. 

 

 

 



Meanwhile, in that church, I would often loan books 

 many of them cutting edge theology, 

to members if I thought they’d be interested. 

They in turn, would pass the books on 

 to other members and friends. 

Pretty soon, these people began to express a desire 

 to discuss the books with ‘one another.’ 

So, I started a Tuesday evening group titled ‘Truth Seekers.’ 

 

We had 3 people at our first meeting. 

Soon the group grew to 8 – 10 people. 

And though everyone was invited to join us, 

          I noticed that only men came regularly! 

Over time, it became a men’s group. 

 

One day, one of my colleagues asked me,  

“How in the world did you manage  

to start a successful men’s group?” 

Of course, I hadn’t …..with a little faith, 

the Holy Spirit had been working to plant this great group! 

 

Some years ago, in my church in Sheffield, IL., 

      3 or 4 members met in the living room area beside the sanctuary. 

 



We gathered together to talk about the need & feasibility 

 of a food panty in the town. 

We decided that it was too much to do on our own. 

We decided to schedule another meeting 

 and invited the entire community to join us. 

We also invited the director of a local food pantry to advise us. 

Then a board was formed, food pantry directors found 

 and a building located for the pantry. 

Many, many community people are involved 

 as donators, board members and volunteers! 

 

Those of us who were on this food pantry journey 

 from its minute beginning 

view the current food pantry as a miracle! 

We still remember the initial discussion, 

 the writing on a dry erase board while we brainstormed. 

We remember how, if not for a whole lot of people’s  

        ‘mountain-moving faith’ 

 such a project seemed impossible! 

 

Of course, as a church, YOU have your own stories of Mustard Seed Faith! 

Our Cranberry Fest Luncheon is a great example                                                                       

of a project that began decades ago as an idea of our Women’s Fellowship                              

and has grown into a vital community event and church fundraiser!                                             



Curious about its beginning … its ‘mustard seed’ stage,                                                                        

I contacted several persons who have experience working with the luncheon!                          

I heard about Mary Lou Knearem’s time in charge of the luncheon.                                               

                             (she is now living in California)                                                                                                     

Marlys Lee & Mickey Jensen were the next in line running the Luncheon,                          

& after about 14 years, they passed the torch to Linda Sanborn & Sharon Breit….                                                                  

              who have been very busy with it for the last couple of years!  

I did not hear the story of how the luncheon started or how it grew,                                      

but I’m sensing a real ‘mustard seed’ story in its history!                                                              

I’d love to hear from anyone                                                                                                        

who can fill us in on the genesis of our Cranberry Luncheon!   

 

One thing that came through loud and clear                                                                               

was that it takes the WHOLE church community to pull it off so successfully!                 

Last year 163 people were served lunch during the Cranberry Fest!                                          

BRAVO to all! 

 

What about those of us here today?  Do we still have that kind of faith? 

 

        In today’s gospel, 

Jesus’ DUH-ciples beg Jesus to increase their faith. 

You’d think Jesus would be happy about their request. 

 Why wouldn’t he? 

To want a great faith should be a good thing! 



But instead, Jesus sighs in exasperation and tells them 

 If they had faith the size of a mustard seed, 

they could tell a Mulberry tree to move out into the sea, 

 it would do it! 

Jesus isn’t talking horticulture here – 

 -his point is that a little bit of faith can do wonders! 

 

A mustard seed was the smallest thing  

 known to people in Jesus’ time, 

  even smaller than a grain of sand. 

Anything smaller would be invisible to the naked eye. 

 There were no microscopes in Jesus’ time! 

 

Jesus is saying that when it comes to faith, size doesn’t matter. 

If Jesus was talking to us today, 

he might even say that faith the size of an atom (or smaller)  

   could do the seemingly IMPOSSIBLE! 

 

The disciples didn’t need MORE faith. 

They only needed to USE whatever faith they did have. 

Because our faith, together with God’s force, CAN move mountains! 

 

May that Force be with First Congregational United Church of Christ!!!! 

       Amen. 


