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                                                   Luke 16:19-31 

 

When a father knelt down to tuck his little boy in bed, 

the little boy began to say his nighttime prayer,  

           as he did nearly every night: 

 “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord to keep. 

   If I should die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take.” 

 

But this time he got confused, and prayed: 

“        If I should wake before I die…”  

“Oh, Daddy, “  he said, kind of embarrassed and tired, 

        “I got all mixed up.” 

But his father said to his son, “No, I like the way you said it. 

My deepest hope for you is that you will wake up before you die!” 

 

LET’S TALK ABOUT WAKING UP BEFORE WE DIE! 

Because sometimes you and I are asleep 

in some of the most important areas of our lives. 

Psychologists and physiologists talk about a phenomenon 

 which they call HABITUATION. 

It’s a great word to add to our vocabularies! 

   HABITUATION. 

 

You may have heard the example of the  

 ‘FROG IN THE TEA KETTLE.’ 

 

 

 



If you drop a frog in boiling water, 

 it will immediately hop out. 

But if you drop a frog in comfortable water, 

and increase the temperature of the water very slowly, 

the frog will be swimming around (or NOT) in boiling water 

 before it realizes it. 

      IT HAS BECOME HABITUATED!!! 

 

DO NOT TRY THIS EXPERIMENT AT HOME!!!!! 

But scientists have measured the effects of habituation in the lab. 

 

For example, repeat a sharp noise every 5 seconds. 

Measure its effects on your consciousness. 

Your body will react dramatically to that first sound. 

The second sound will make less of an impression. 

The third, still less, as you become habituated. 

You could say you’ve grown used to the noise. 

  THAT’S HABITUATION. 

 

People have told me that I will become HABITUATED to the  

Deer and other Northwoods animals the longer I live here. 

 Right now, I think they are beautiful creatures,  

  even if they did eat some of our hostas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If I asked you to close your eyes 

 And describe in detail this sanctuary…. 

Which most of you have seen so many times, 

 You wouldn’t do very well on some of the details! 

 

So, now,  close your eyes and answer the following questions: 

*How many built in stained glass windows are in this sanctuary? 

*Is there water in our baptismal fount? 

*Could you draw the design in the middle of the cross above the altar? 

*What color or colors is the afghan hanging on the rocking chair in back of the sanctuary? 

 

When Dave and I attended the Climate Change Event in Minoqua last week,  

some of the speakers (adults and teens) pointed out that  

perhaps we are becoming used to all the climate changes or that we are in denial. 

Are we becoming habituated to these changes?   

Will we find ourselves in hot water in future? 

 

“Once there was a rich man, “ said Jesus, 

“who dressed in purple & fine linen & lived in luxury everyday. 

At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, 

 covered with sores 

and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. 

 Even the dogs came and licked his wounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What a great storyteller! 

Notice Jesus’ contrast between these two characters: 

 “Rich man….fine linen….luxury.” 

   & 

               “beggar…covered with sores… 

    Dogs came to lick his wounds.” 

 

Jesus wants us to see in our minds, 

 in a way we COULDN’T forget, 

  the rich man living in splender, 

 and Lazarus living in utter squalor!!! 

 

Let me ask you another question: 

“Do YOU think the rich man saw Lazarus lying there at his gate?” 

 Of course he did.   AT FIRST. 

But then, he probably became HABITUATED to Lazarus’ presence. 

 HE GOT USED TO IT. 

 

Soon, it was as though Lazarus wasn’t even there. 

 Can that happen to people? 

  YOU BET IT CAN. 

                 It can happen to YOU and ME! 

You and I need to know that WE ARE the rich man in Jesus’ story. 

WE have more in common with the rich man than with Lazarus. 

 

 

 

 

 



Jesus confronts US with this question today: 

 WHO IS THE LAZARUS AT OUR GATE? 

Who is it that has a legitimate claim on our attention? 

 

This scripture passage is NOT just about wealth & poverty! 

 It’s about sensitivity to those around us. 

We can become blind to the scenes we see most often: 

 

 *The elderly person or child who goes to bed hungry. 

*The woman or child with bruises on their bodies. 

 *The homeless in Eagle River or Three Lakes or Rhinelander or Wausau. 

* The faces we get used to on the news 

 – refugees & immigrants & those caught in the middle of a war. 

*People effected by natural disasters . 

 

People who need money and food and protection, YES, 

But also love, understanding, compassion, a ‘hand up.’ 

 

People with SO many needs….it becomes overwhelming 

 And can go unnoticed if WE STOP LOOKING…DON’T NOTICE. 

 

WHO IS THE LAZARUS AT OUR GATE? 

This story is about the chasms  (Ka – zems) that we create… 

 Gaps, voids, great differences 

  That we keep and even make wider… 

   THAT KEEP US APART: 

 

 

 



*chasms between the rich and poor 

*chasms between the living and the dead 

 

Like the chasms the rich man created. 

 Like the rich man, 

How DO we live?  How WILL we live? 

Like we’re in the realm of God (heaven) or in HELL? 

 

BECAUSE WE KNOW HOW THIS STORY ENDS!!! 

Both Lazarus and the rich man die. 

Lazarus goes to heaven, but not the rich man. 

 He goes to that special place 

erserved for the insensitive of this world 

 And he’s amazed at how HOT it is! 

 

“Father Abraham,” he cries out, “Have pity on me 

---- send Lazarus to dip the finger in water and cool my tongue.” 

 But Father Abraham says that’s not possible. 

    (The chasm is too great between them.) 

 

“Then I beg you, “ say the rich man, 

“Send Lazarus to my father’s house.  I have 5 brothers. 

  LET HIM WARN THEM.” 

 

But Abraham answers, “They already have Moses & the Prophets, 

   and their warnings & teachings, 

   Let your brothers listen to THEM!” 

  

 



DID THEY BECOME HABITUATED TO MOSES WORDS…to the Prophets?! 

 

“But, Father Abraham, if someone from the dead comes to them, 

  SURELY, THEY’LL REPENT THEN!” 

 

And Father Abraham replies, “If they don’t listen to THEM, 

 Someone rising from the dead won’t convince them. 

 

I wonder, CONVINCED about WHAT? 

Caring for the needy?  Living a righteous life?  Having faith? 

 

  JESUS DOESN’T SAY. 

 

Maybe it‘s to convince them to WAKE UP before they DIE. 

       Could be Jesus’ warning to US as well! 

 

There ARE people who need our attention: 

People in our own neighborhood, community, nation, people of other nations. 

 

HOW GREAT ARE THE CHASMS WE HAVE CREATED?! 

 

And what are the consequences: 

WHAT KIND OF HELL, right here on earth 

 do these chasms or disparities….create? 

 

 

 

 

 



There’s an ancient story about a botanist 

 who was studying the Heather Bell, 

  a flower found in the highlands of Scotland. 

 

While looking through his microscope at this beautiful flower, 

he was approached by a shepherd who asked him what he was doing. 

 Rather than trying to explain, 

 the botanist invited the shepherd 

to peer through the microscope & look for himself. 

 When the shepherd looked closely, 

 And saw the beauty of the flower, he said, 

“My God, and I have been tramping on them ALL MY LIFE!’ 

 

This story reminds me of elementary school  

& the first time I looked through a microscope at a drop of pond water!  

I was just as amazed!    And of the story ‘Horton Hears a Who.’ 

 

Is THAT the kind of warning we need: 

 LET’S WAKE UP!  PAY ATTENTION! 

           LET’S LOOK AROUND: 

 

Who are YOU tramping on?   Who am I tramping on? 

 

 WHO IS THE LAZARUS AT OUR GATE?        AMEN. 


