
      Sermon by Rev. Jane Courtright, July 28, 2019:  Luke 11:1-13 
 
Windows to the World!                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

That’s the name of a program that I love to do with children.                                                                                                                                              
Every week, we learn about neighbors in a different country.                                                                                                                                           
WE share learning through stories, videos,                                                                                                         
activity sheets, paper dolls, music and more!                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
We start with China, Brazil, Mexico, Australia, Egypt,                                                                                                                                                                  
Germany and the United Kingdom.                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Can anyone tell me the 4 different parts of the U.K.?  Prize!!!                                                                                                                                              

 

We look at pictures of the U.K. ,                                                                               
including one of its better known landmarks:                                                                                                                            
the Millennium Dome, located in London, England!                                                                                                                                                                                         
I myself have vague recollections of that dome,                                                                                                                                                                 
since it was created and popular during the time before & after the Millennium,                                                                                                                   
when the year 2000 was celebrated!                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Seems like yesterday, yet it was nearly 20 years ago! 

The Millennium Dome was an exhibition open to the public                                                                                                                                                    
from January 1 -Dec. 31st, 2000.                                                                                                                                               
And an awesome structure it was!                                                                                                                                        
It’s one of the largest of its type in the world. 

From the air, you can see a large scalloped edged  white dome,                         

which is 365 meters in diameter,   (Why?) 

and with 12 meter high yellow support towers  (Why?) 

Though the inside exhibitions and outlying structures                                                                                              
have been taken down, the dome is still there! 

 

The Dome was built to highlight who we were 

 as human beings just as the Millennium turned.                                                                                                                                                                 
Tony Blair claimed that the Dome would be  

“a triumph of confidence over cynicism, boldness over blandness,  



excellence over mediocrity.” 

What were the attractions and exhibits?  

      They were divided into 3 basic zones:                                                                                                                                                                                     
‘Who We Are,’ ‘What We Do’ & ‘Where We Live.’ 

                The ‘Who We Are’ space contained exhibits titled 

 Body, Mind, Faith and Self Portrait.                                                                                                                                                                                         

The Faith space had 5 sections:                                                                                       
History of Christianity, Making of key life experiences, How Shall I Live?,                
Night Rain (a contemplation area), and Faith Festivals Calendar. 

 

There was also a ‘Spirit Zone’ which displayed 

human rites of passage, religious festivals, and images of art from many religions.  
Even in the atmosphere of that materialistic millennium time, 

          the spiritual side of humanity was represented! 

Rites of passage, religious rituals, and religious art are important,  

and it is noteworthy that they were represented.                                                                                                                      

 

But these things are not the end-all of human spirituality.                                                                                                                       
In a sense, the designers of the Dome were starting from the wrong end!                                                                                        
Because human spirituality won’t be nourished for long JUST  

by looking at exhibits of rites of passage and rituals and art. 

           

Jesus’ disciples voiced the very heart of human spiritual longing 

  when they said to Jesus, “Lord, teach us how to pray.” 

          Regardless of which faith, there is a need to connect with something 

         or someone bigger than our individual lives, to a good, strong, power. 

People find different ways of satisfying, or partially satisfying this kind of longing.                                                                                                                   
Some people feel a deep connection with God by being in nature,  



sharing in Creation….this nourishes their inner being or soul. 

           For others, it might be music or poetry or art or cooking 

which satisfies inner needs.                                                                                                                                                
Others climb mountains, play sports, fish, boat or snowshoe.                                                                                           
People feel a peaceful tug in the center of their being  

when they become absorbed in these kinds of activities.                                                                                              

Just like all of these activities which can help us tap into the divine,                                                     
prayer is something that is learned. 

Many people learn to pray in a certain way as children.                                                                                                                 
It’s kind of like Christopher Robin’s prayer:                                                                                                                            
[from Vespers, by AA Milne, written around 1923] 

“Little boy kneels at the foot of the bed,                                                                                                                                           
Droops on the little hands little golden head.                                                                                                                                 
Hush!  Hush!  Whisper who dares!                                                                                                                                                             
Christopher Robin is saying his prayers. 

God bless Mummy.  I know that’s right.                                                                                                                             
Wasn’t it fun in the bath tonight?                                                                                                                                         
The cold’s so cold, and the hot’s so hot.  Oh!                                                                                                                         
God bless Daddy – I quite forgot. 

If I open my fingers a little bit more,                                                                                                                                    
I can see Nanny’s dressing gown on the door.                                                                                                                     
It’s a beautiful blue, but it hasn’t a hood.                                                                                                                        
Oh!  God bless Nanny and make her good. 

Mine has a hood, and I lie in bed,                                                                                                                                      
And pull the hood right over my head,                                                                                                                                
And I shut my eyes and I curl up small,                                                                                                                               
And nobody knows I’m there at all. 

Oh!  Thank you, God, for a lovely day.                                                                                                                                
And what was the other I had to say?                                                                                                                                
I said ‘Bless Daddy,’ so what can it be?                                                                                                                              
Oh!  Now I remember it.  God bless me. 

 



Little boy kneels at the foot of the bed,                                                                                                                       
Droops on the little hands little golden head.                                                                                                                  
Hush!  Hush!  Whisper who dares!                                                                                                                                                             
Christopher Robin is saying his prayers.  

That’s a nice picture of a child praying.                                                                                                                       
Teaching children how to pray is a good start.                                                 
Unfortunately, sometimes we become ‘stuck’ 

 in terms of prayer as we grow up! 

We pray table graces, nighttime prayer with children,  

the Lord’s prayer at church…                                                                                                                                 
but we don’t know quite what else to do with prayers at other times. 

So, we may just give up on prayer. 

Many people feel helpless & put on the spot when asked to pray in 
public! 

That’s why those adult disciples asked, almost begged,  

Jesus, to teach them how to pray!                                                                                                                             
Jesus offered them what has come to be known as the Lord’s Prayer.                                                                      
Most Christians use some version of this prayer from the Gospel of 
Matthew. 

The version in today’s Gospel of Luke is                                                                  
unique in how brief and concise it is. Compared with the prayer in 
Matthew, today’s prayer is exceptionally short!  

 

                  We all know that Christians and churches 

use slightly different versions of this prayer.                                                                                                         
Some say trespasses, some say sins, some say (as we do) debts.                                                                             
Some add the words ‘forever and ever’ at the end….  some leave them out.   

Essentially though, the meanings are the same. 

 



In this church, debts and debtors are used every Sunday.                                                                                             
While I was a pastor in Champaign, Il   ….the Deacons requested  

that I use a different version each month.                                                                                                      
Consequently, I have an entire file with versions of the Lord’s Prayer! 

The Deacon’s reasoning was that this would cause people to think while 
they prayed, and not just repeat the prayer as rote. 

I’d like to share just three of these different versions  

with you today.  I invite you to listen carefully and with new ears! 

From New Zealand: 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe; 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world; 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings; 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trial too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and forever. Amen. 



From the Lectionary Story Bible by Ralph Milton: 

Your name is holy.  May your peace come.                                                                                                                                      

May we live on earth, as you do in heaven.                                                                                                                                      

Give us enough to eat each day.                                                                                                                                                      

Forgive us the bad things we have done,                                                                                                                                              

As we forgive those who have done bad things to us.                                                                                                                        

Don’t test us with things too hard for us,                                                                                                                                          

And save us from evil.  Amen. 

 Finally, Luke 11:2b – 4, from the Message Version: 

Father, reveal who you are.  Set the world right.                                                                                                                              

Keep us alive with three square meals.                                                                                                                                             

Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others.                                                                                                                               

Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil. 

The Gospels don’t really tell us a whole lot                                                                                          

about how Jesus himself prayed, aside from a few times:                                                                                                               

In the Garden of Gethsemane, prayers for his disciples, among a few others.  

The gospels do tell us that Jesus often went away by himself to quiet places to 

pray. 

It seems to me that as our prayer becomes deeper and deeper, 

it becomes part of our very breathing, our very heartbeats, 

                   part of the rhythm of our souls. 

The deepest prayer of all is just to be in the presence of God, 

our hearts and souls open all the way! 



 What would it be like to say the Lord’s Prayer,  

not like a continuous paragraph,  

              but as a silent meditation, one phrase at a time. 

I invite you to do this during the silent prayer in just a moment.                                                                                               

THAT’S the kind of prayer to be learned and practiced.                                                                           

It’s as far away from Christopher Robin as Shakespeare is from nursery 

rhymes! 

The Millennium Dome I spoke of earlier 

 was a temporary Spirit Zone for visitors of the exhibit, 

 a place where they could meditate, pray, look and wonder. 

 Jesus, in giving us the Lord’s Prayer, 

  is offering us a continuous, permanent Spirit Zone 

  that NO ONE can disassemble or take down. 

 With a bit of practice and patience, 

we can meet with God whenever we long to,                                                                                    

and come away refreshed and energized…. 

GOD WITH US ALWAYS.  AMEN 

 

  

 


